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EDITORIALS 


Is Denominational Indifference 
A Christian Virtue? 


We recently received a letter from one of. our 
broadminded(?) Ministers who accuses the Edi- 
tors of the Southern Presbyterian Journal of 
“Doctrinal bigotry and sectarian isolationism.” We 
give the following quotation from Miscellanies of 
Rev. Thomas E. Peck, D.D., LL.D. as our answer. 
The citation is Vol. II page 126. 


“A great deal of the common talk about 
the absence of prejudice and sectarian par- 
tiality comes from those who do not feel 
interest enough in the glory of God, or the 
salvation of man, to take sides, and they are 
bigoted for indifference. But I envy not the 
man who can read the record of such a battle 
of ages without enlisting himself on one side 
or the other; without feelings of anger, or 
pity, or sadness, or exultation, as the scenes, 
one after another, pass before him. Indeed, 
no man can be indifferent, for all must be 
for Christ or against Him. And even Gibbon, 
with the pretended impartiality of a judge, 
is always playing the advocate where Chris- 
tianity and its enemies are impleaded together 
at the bar. The serene smile of philosophical 
indifference does not conceal the frown of 
malignity upon his brow, or the contemptuous 
curl upon his lips, when he speaks of Chris- 
tianity. The sarcasm of Porson had as much 
truth as point when he said of him, ‘His hu- 
manity never slumbers except when Christians 
are persecuted and women ravished.’ ” 


It is certainly not our desire at any time to 
needlessly offend anyone. However if our clearcut 
statement of our position on the issues before 
our Church today proves offensive to some who 
place peace before principle then we will just have 
to make the best of their feeling of displeasure 
toward us. It is a significant thing that the person 
who wrote us the very vituperative letter above re- 
ferred to claims to have a most tolerant attitude 
and feeling of charity toward everyone else save 
those of us who are standing for the historic 
positions of our Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Incidentally he is listed as a contributing Editor 
of The Presbyterian Outlook, which in literature 
mailed out recently boasts that “it has the courage 


to discuss controversial issues and to follow the 
truth wherever it may lead.’ However heartily 
we may disagree with some of the Editorial po. 
sitions of this vigorous weekly, we admire their 
forthright statement of their honest convictions, 
We have always admired the man who is willing 
to “stand up and be counted” and let others know 
where he stands. We concede to the Presbyterian 
Outlook, its Editors, Associate Editors and Con- 
tributing Editors this privilege. May they all 
have this same charitable attitude toward the 
Editorial staff of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. —H.B.D. 


Are There ‘Essential 
Doctrines’? 


A recent letter from an earnest friend, seriously 
taking the Journal to task for its spirit and pur 
pose, had this paragraph in it,— 


“Moreover, I do not think the root of the 
matter is doctrinal. I rejoice in my Calvinistic 
heritage, but I have no zeal to impose it on all 
Christians. Nor do I feel that Christianity has 
“essential doctrines.” It has one essential, veritable 
fact: the experience of the living, present, em- 
powering Christ by the individual believer. Who 
has that has life; who lacks it, whatever his 
theological beliefs, is dead. It is so desperately 
easy to accept doctrines about Christ instead of 
accepting Him; To know Him, to love Him, to 
serve Him, to live through Him is true orthodoxy. 
Explanations are important, but secondary.” 


To much in this paragraph our heart says 
“Amen”; but we earnestly believe that an i 
telligent acceptance of Christ and an adequate 
presentation of Him to others, of necessity, It 
volves the acceptance of certain “essential doc 
trines.”” We have replied to this friend at length 
and because we believe the matter to be of sue 
vital importance we are constrained to write this 
editorial. 


Should a physician say, “I do not believe in the 
basic sciences, I simply believe in the terrible fact 
of disease and I try to cure that,” he would not 
command confidence for long, nor would he 
capable of practicing scientific medicine. 


Is it possible for an evangelical minister 
effectively carry on his ministry and at the same 
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time eliminate from his preaching and teaching 
certain “essential doctrines” of Christianity? It is 
not. A minister truly evangelical in belief must 
affirm certain “essential doctrines” and here is 
the reason,— 


A sinner comes to his pastor and he, realizing 
his condition says to him, “Old man, you need 
help and I want to help you, I want to tell you 
of the One who can help you.” The man replies, 
“Why should you want to help me?” and the min- 
ister replies, ‘Because you are a sinner, because 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and all men need a Savior.” 


That is an “essential doctrine” of Christianity. 


“But,” this sinner replies, ““Why should I accept 
and believe in Christ? Why not believe in Con- 
fucious or Mohammed or Buddah or George Wash- 
ington?” and the minister replies, “Because Christ 
is the Son of God, the only Savior, the only one 
who can save you from your sins.” 


That is an “essential doctrine” of Christianity. 


“You sound very sure,” says the skeptic, but I 
do not know why you talk with this assurance. 
What is your authority?” “My authority my friend 
is the Bible, the Word of God, the book written 
by men of old who were inspired by the Holy 
Spirit; often writing that which they did not 
understand, but writing as God moved them to 
write. There we read of the fall of man and there 
we read of God’s great redemptive love in Christ.” 


That is an “essential doctrine” of Christianity. 


“This sounds good, but how can Christ save a 
simer like me? If I am what you say I am, 
I will have to pay the penalty for what I have 
done.” But the preacher has the answer for that; 
“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed.” And, “For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.” The simple fact 
is that He died in your place.” 


That is an “essential doctrine” of Christianity. 


There are other “essential doctrines’ but I 
mention these to illustrate the simple fact that 
an evangelical preacher must believe and preach 
these things. Not only so, we are enjoined to 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear.” 


Accepting Christ certainly involves the ac- 
ceptance of at least two “essential doctrines,” 
and, as we grow out of swaddling clothes into 
spiritual manhood and womanhood other doctrines 
are seen and appreciated more clearly. But to 
those entrusted with the greatest calling on earth, 
the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, these doc- 
trines must be believed ‘and, if occasion demands, 
must be defended. In theology there are many 
things on which we can differ without doing 
Violence to reason or comity. But there is a cer- 
tain irreducible minimum of truth by the preach- 
Ing of which souls have been saved, from the 


time of the apostles until now, and we must insist 
that they are “essential.’”” To contend for less 
would place the basis of faith on human reason, 
rather than “Thus saith the Lord.” —L.N.B. 


Was Dr. B. M. Palmer 
Short On Courtesy? 


In the September 6, 1944, issue of The Chris- 
tian Observer there appeared an article by Dr. 
Walter L. Lingle on the subject of “Divisions and 
Reunions in America.” We have no complaint to 
make regarding the first part of this article, but 
we feel that the second part is most misleading 
and does a great injustice to our Southern Pres- 
byterian leaders of the past. 


In this latter section of the article we read this 
statement: “In 1870 the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (Northern), sent 
what may be termed a gracious invitation to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. (Southern), to enter into negotiations look- 
ing toward reunion. The Southern Assembly made 
a lengthy reply which was none too gracious. One 
of the Northern brethren said that we took the 
olive branch which they extended and chastised 
them with it. Nothing came of that approach.” It 
is evident that Dr. Lingle endeavors to show that 
in 1870 when plans were discussed for union the 
onus for non-cooperation rested upon the Southern 
Church. What are the actual facts in this case? 


The so-called “ungracious reply” of the Sou- 
thern Church was submitted by no less a person 
than that Christian gentleman, Dr. B. M. Palmer, 
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Corre- 
spondence of the 1870 General Assembly. He pre- 
sented the four following difficulties in the way 
of cordial correspondence between the two bodies: 


First, the political utterances of the Northern 
Assembly. To understand what this implies we 
must go back to the separation and organization 
of the Southern Church in 1861. Meeting in Phila- 
delphia in May, the General Assembly of the Nor- 
thern Church adopted a resolution proposed by 
Dr. Gardiner Spring, requiring all members of the 
Presbyterian Church to “strongly uphold and en- 
courage the Federal Government in the exercise 
of all its functions.” Dr. Charles Hodge, of Prince- 
ton, and others protested against this resolution 
because of its distinct political nature, denying 
the right of the General Assembly to decide po- 
litical questions, and make their decision a con- 
dition of church membership. This protest was in 
vain. Following church courts became more and 
more politically minded until a secular paper, 
The Crisis, of Columbus, could say that “this body 
of ancient and respected Christians have made 
politics, rather than Christ’s Gospel, the great 
I am of their proceedings.” The Assembly of 1865 
ordered Northern Presbyterians to refuse to re- 
ceive any Southern man unless he should swear 
loyalty to the Federal Administration and declare 
slave-holding a crime. 


As a result of these resolutions heartily passed 
by the Northern Assembly ninety-three ministers 
and commissioners representing seven hundred 
ministers and seventy thousand communicants met 
in the Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Ga., on 
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December 4, 1861. Here the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church was organized, and Dr. B. M. Palmer 
served as its first moderator. Dr. James H. Thorn- 
well was made Chairman of the Committee which 
prepared an address setting forth the causes of 
the separation from the Northern Church. He 
pointed out that the Northern Assembly had for- 
saken its spiritual commission and had gone in for 
political matters by which the Church was per- 
verted into a civic and political forum. 


Therefore, in his reply to the 1870 overture for 
union, Dr. Palmer representing the Southern 
Church made the stipulation that “it is encumbent 
upon the Northern Presbyterian Church to purge 
itself of this error and by proclamation of the 
truth place the crown once more upon the head 
of Jesus Christ as alone King of Zion.” Is there 
anything ungracious about this? As Dr. Palmer 
rightly asks, “if we allow these political declara- 
tions to be imported into the treaty between us 
as part of the basis of reconciliation, what be- 
comes of our testimony against these political 
deliverances?” 


Second, there was the difficulty of doctrinal 
inclusiveness. On this point the 1870 reply stated 
that “the union of the old and new schools in- 
volved a total surrender of all the great testi- 
monials of the Church for the fundamental 
doctrines of grace ... Of these testimonies we 
(Southern Presbyterians) are now the sole sur- 
viving heirs.” 


The third difficulty was found in the excision 
of Presbyterians of Kentucky and Missouri under 
the Gurley Ipso Facto Resolutions. This refers 
to the Northern Assembly disolving the above 
synods without trials for adopting papers by Dr. 
Samuel R. Wilson that stated the Church courts 
had no right to control the political allegiance 
and activities of Church members. He also pro- 
tested against the Federal army usurping au- 
thority over the affairs of the church by station- 
ing an officer in the Synod of Missouri who as- 
sumed authority over the organization of the 
Synod. After expulsion, these two Synods became 
members of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


The fourth difficulty consists of “injurious 
accusations preferred against the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church by Northern Assemblies.” This 
provision was prophetically justified, as seen in the 
action of 1882 General Assembly of the Northern 
Church which passed reciprocal resolutions “with- 
drawing all offensive utterances of past As- 
semblies,” and which was immediately explained 
and interpreted by the moderator of that As- 
' sembly who said it did not refer to changes con- 
cerning loyalty and rebellion. 


It was not until 1904 that the Northern As- 
sembly removed all aspersions and charges of 
any and every kind, upon the Christian character 
of the Southern Church. History, therefore, vindi- 
cated the position of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in rejecting all overtures of Church union 
until the “difficulties” enumerated by the South- 
ern General Assembly of 1870 were removed. It 
is indeed a “none too gracious act” on the part of 
this modern writer to place upon the Southern 
Church the responsibility for non-cooperation in 
1870. —J.R.R. 
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Prepared For Battle 


American troops receive intensive training be. 
fore being sent into battle which is probably the 
most thorough ever given an army. In the first 
World War we learned by bitter experience the 
tragedy of sending green and unseasoned soldiers 
to the front. 


The life of the Christian is one of constant 
strife; strife against an enemy cunning and re 
sourceful beyond human understanding. As one 
studies the Bible one is impressed with the fact 
that the one offensive weapon we have is the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, 
Christ has given us His perfect example of the use 
of this Sword against the temptations of Satan, 


A thorough knowledge of the Bible is not in 
the equipment of the average Christian; abysmal 
ignorance of God’s Word characterizes only too 
many of us and defeat, when temptation comes, is 
the result. 


Christian parents, Sunday School teachers and 
other Christian leaders, as well as the minister 
in the pulpit, have the grave responsibility of see. 
-. that those in their charge are taught the 

ible. 


This means work, hard work. It means for each 
of us time spent each day in Bible study. Nothing 
ean be substituted for this without loss. Instruc- 
tion in the home should be Bible centered. In 
addition to family prayers and individual study, 
the Sunday afternoon or evening can be made 
intensely interesting and profitable by playing 
Bible games. Try Amos R. Wells’ “Go 'Till you 
Guess,” “Know your Bible” and “Bible Sayings.” 
There are years of pleasant instruction and good 
times in such books. Keep the sources and a 
year later compare the progress made. 


Instruction in the Sunday School and in the 
young people’s meetings should be Bible centered. 
There and there alone we find the correct solution 
for all of our problems. There and there alone 
we find the ammunition to put the devil to flight. 


Bible study is, humanly speaking not easy, but 
to those who: persevere it brings rich rewards. 
Without it one can never hope to become a strong 
Christian. 


The shores of time are cluttered with the 
wrecked lives of men and women who could not 
fight; people who failed because they never learned 
to use the one weapon God has given us 
which to put to flight the devil. —L.N.B. 


A Christmas Gift 
Suggestion 


Again we are suggesting that you give the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal as Christmas gifts 
for this year. In so doing the recipient will have 
a gift of lasting value. We are again making 
special offer of six gift subscriptions for five 
dollars. We will mail an attractive Christmas 
to the ones to whom you send gift subscriptions 
if you so desire and will ask us to do it. 
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The U.S.A. Church & The Labor Unions 


By Tom Glasgow’ 


We have just completed a careful reading and 
study of the “Report of the Department of Social 
Education and Action of the Board of Christian 
Educators on THE CHURCH AND INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS as provided by the 156 General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, May 30, 1944.” 


At the outset let me say that in the discussion 
which follows we are concerned only with regard 
to the basic issue approved by this Report (and the 
U.S.A. Assembly) and not with the spirit and 
manner in which the Report is presented. It’s 
author, Cameron P. Hall, Director of Social Edu- 
cation and Action has endeavored earnestly to 
write with complete fairness to both Management 
and Labor. We disagree heartily with much that 
is set forth therein and the position taken re- 
garding the basic issue raised, but not with the 
spirit or obvious desire-to-be-fair manner in which 
it has been presented. 


The report espouses the specific entry of the 
U.S.A. Church—as a Church—into the issue of 
Management and Labor. This is the “basic issue” 
here referred to. We hold and our Southern 
Church (Pres. Ch. U. §S.) has historically held 
that this is a disastrous policy for the Church 
in it’s official corporate capacity. The Report also 
exhorts that church members, as Christian citizens 
earnestly apply themselves to this fundamental 
economic problem. To this latter proposal we have 
and do give earnest approval and endorsement. 


The Report is delightful in that it does not 
evade the issue which it presents or use “weasel 
words” to provide an “out” or “escape” should its 
position be challenged or found unpopular. 
Whether we agree or disagree, we cannot but 
approve and rejoice when controversial issues are 
frankly and boldly stated without “hedging,” 
equivocation or bitterness. Progress is made only 


when we deal frankly with one another—in Church 
or State. 


On the first page of the Report—(page 7 of the 
pamphlet) the Report quotes the 1920 U.S.A. 
General Assembly in an official deliverance as it 
declared “for the right of the wage earner to 
organize and deal through their chosen repre- 
sentatives with management of industries in which 
they work.” Lest any think:—“But this was 25 
years ago!” on page 17 of the pamphlet the Re- 
port cites that the General Assembly of the U.S.A. 
Church reaffirms “the principle of collective bar- 
gaming which has for many years been accepted 
as one of the principles of our Church for the 
more effective solution of Labor problems. (149 
Genera] Assembly in 1937!’ Note—“‘as one of the 
Principles of our CHURCH”—there is the issue! 


The citizens of the nation have generally ac- 
cepted fairly conducted “collective bargaining” 


as a forward step in economic progress. OUR 
CHURCH, however, has consistently held that 
fe endorsement was not within the prerogative 
th ~ Iie te as a Spiritual Body. In recent years 
oral and Social Welfare Committee” has at 
mes tended to lead us into this maze, but the 
Position of the Church through it’s history has dis- 


approved such economic deliverance. 


Let us see where this program of “secular de- 
liverance” leads. Let us examine this Report of 
the Church and Industrial Relations as submitted 
by this Board and approved by the -1944 U.S.A. 
Assembly! Space forbids that we discuss the report 
in detail. Its concluding recommendations give a 
summation of the logical results of this program. 
Let’s look at some of these recommendations:— 


Pa. 26-B3. Meetings be held with representatives 
of labor and management as speaker and leader. 


B4. Informal conferences be held in communi- 
ties, Presbyteries and through the Church by 
leader of church, management and labor. 


Pa 27-D3. Our ministers be urged to visit labor- 
union summer and other schools. 


El. Synods and presbyteries send an official 
representative to labor organizations and to such 
bodies as Chambers of Commerce. 


E2. Ministers endeavor to attend meetings of 
labor unions. 


Pa 28-E4. Every minister become acquainted 
with the leadership of labor unions within the 
first year of his pastorate in a new Church. 


F2. Our Churches be urged to a greater use of 
the resources of leadership in church life which 
- to be found in members who are in organized 

or. 


And so on! 


From the quotations above one may infer that 
the Report is basically an “anti-management” re- 
port. This is not true. Although the sum of the 
whole report would indicate a pro-labor “leaning” 
on the part of it’s author, the very obvious effort 
of the author—when the whole report is read— 
was to be fair to both management and labor. We 
desire that this be clear. We have no desire here 
to insert into the church union problem a “labor- 
management issue”, per se. We do desire earnestly 
to declare that neither we, nor, we believe, the 
U.S. (Southern) Church approves this attitude of 
the U.S.A. Church of direct participation in in- 
dustrial] issues in its official management and 
Labor capacity AS A CHURCH. As Christian Citi- 
zens in our respective communities and states, we 
should and must earnestly seek the equitable and 
fair solution in these vital matters. 


Here is the basic issue, Brethren! We believe 
the “labor member” of our Church will concur 
herein as heartily as the “management member” 
will—namely, when we go to church we want to 
find God, and NOT a “management-labor” eco- 
aomic debating society—and, inevitably, a wrang- 
ling debating society! The mission of the Church 
is to help lost souls find their Saviour! If we don’t 
find a personal Saviour in Jesus Christ, through 
the leadership of the Church, it makes very 
little difference whether we are management 
or labor, Allies or Axis or what have you! The 
mission of the Christian Church is the concept 
declared by the Apostle Paul:—“I determined not 
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to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified”! Here “Management member” and 
the “Labor member” meet in the same pew on a 
common footing as “lost sinners,” needing the 
same redemption—the forgiving love of a personal 
Saviour for their personal short comings and sins. 
The selfish sins of the “company” and the selfish 
sins of the “Union” are but the collective personal 
sins of each of us. Christ no where offers “mass 
redemption,” His salvation is peculiarly “personal.” 
If our pulpits and church court give forth the per- 
sonal message of a redemptive Gospel, our people 
—management and labor alike are blessed. How- 
ever, if the Church in it’s official capacity enters 
the field of organized labor and/or management 
relation, it will maintain the respect of neither 
and forfeit its rare privilege to bless both. 


This basically different concept of the place of 
the Church in matters of Economics and State 
was the fundamental reason for our original de- 
parture from our Northern Brethren. In forming 
this new and separate church we dedicated it to 
the belief that the church is a “spiritual institu- 
tion” with a message to the hearts of lost men and 
women everywhere. Through these men and women 
redeemed and regenerated by the Power of God, 
we would bear our testimony in the civil and 
economic affairs of life as we live our lives as 
Christian Citizens. Some will sincerely sponsor a 
“Closed Shop.” Others with equal sincerity will 
sponsor an “Open Shop”. Let not the Church by 
apparent or actual partizan action, surrender its 
sacred privilege to minister to the souls of sincere 
men on both sides. 


Nov. 1944 


May we close as we began. We would bring no 
charges against the report as a biased and intep. 
tionally “pro-labor” report. It is sincerely written 
with an earnest effort for fairness throughout 
(altho’ I would caution it’s author that our ob. 
servation is that the members of “management” 
are as badly in need of pastoral fellowship ang 
spiritual “living” as any in “labor” may ever be! 
—and with that, he will agree!) The Report is 
good report—that is, if you want your Church, 
in it’s official acts as a CHURCH, to definitely 
enter the “management-labor” age old contro. 
versy. For the sake of both management and labor 
and for the greater influence of the Church with 
both, we would urge that the Church “stay out” 
of this civic and economic field and again focus 
its message on a saving Gospel for lost mankind 
—both Labor AND Management—leaving to genv. 
inely converted Christian Citizens the working out 
of this vital and important economic problem. 


This Report is just one further evidence of why 
we earnestly oppose Union with the U.S.A. Church, 
Major Calvin Wells, in his minority report of our 
“Committee on Cooperation and Union” has ably 
set forth how widely we differ from our U.S.A. 
brethren in the matter of our basic interpretation 
of our creed and theological beliefs. (See reprint 
of April issue of the So. Pres. Journal). Here 
again, in the vital matter of the “Separation of 
Church and State” this Report very clearly de 
clares that Union with the Great U.S.A. Church 


is unwise! 


*Elder of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 





The Presbyterian Evangelistic Crusade 


Preamble 


Your Assembly’s Committee on Evangelism is 
presenting to the Church the urgent call of the 
General Assembly to be completely faithful this 
year to the work of evangelism, which is the 


“Church’s principle, primary, and permanent 
task.” 


It is recognized that the Church cannot meet its 
full obligation to win men to Christ merely by 
periodic efforts of whatever nature. The evan- 
gelistic note must be sounded clearly in the 
preaching of our ministers throughout the year. 
Sunday School teachers must see and use each 
lesson period as an opportunity to lead their 
pupils into a fuller knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Each Church must be organized for a con- 
tinued program of home visitation and personal 
evangelism by ministers, officers, and lay-workers. 


A Simultaneous Effort Of 
Southern Presbyterians 


Your Committee is convinced that this must 
be a year of extraordinary effort. Dr. Thompson, 
our Director of Evangelism, reports from all over 
the Assembly a sense of humility because of the 
small achievements for Christ by our churches. 
There is an increasing sense of urgency to a more 
worthy performance of our task. The last General 
Assembly left no doubt as to its conviction of 


the supreme importance of the greatest possible 
evangelistic effort of our Church this year. 


These are days when eternal issues are at stake. 
The whole world is engaged in a great struggle. 
The War has been stepped up to a crescendo of 
mighty effort, as the men of our Nation and 
churches and our Allies go out in battles in which 
tremendous consequences for the future of our 
Church are involved. 


Increasing numbers of our disabled service men | 
are coming home. It is a widespread conviction 
that the War with Germany may end this year, 
early in 1945, and millions of our men and women 
will then return, many of whom will be eager 
to participate in a forward program for Christ 
and His Church. 


In America today juvenile delinquency and 
crime have increased to an alarming degree. 
The outward signs of worldliness and indifference 
to the laws of God are obvious and appalling. 
the last twenty years the number of unchurch 
in the United States has increased from 52,000; 
000 to 67,000,000. 


Plans 


The Assembly’s Committee on Evangelism, 
upon which the General Assembly has laid the | 
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responsibility of leadership in the primary work of 
the Church, submits the following plan for a spe- 
cial evangelistic effort: 3 


1. The six weeks period, March 4—April 15, is 
set aside as a period of intensive evangelistic 
effort of every Church. Two major efforts are to 
be put forth in every church during this period: 


a. A series of special] services lasting at least 
one week. 


pb. An organized effort of personal evangelism. 


For The Local Church 
Preparations 


1. Secure individual prayer pledges and organize 
prayer groups, (Prayer Covenant Cards can be 
obtained from Synod’s Committees). 


2. Organize an alert, representative committee 
to formulate and promote these plans. 


3. Compile prospect lists of all ages for Christ 
and His Church. 


4, Enlist and train groups of personal workers. 
(See Handbook on Evangelism for suggestions and 
bibliography). 


5. Publicize through personal visitation, letters 
to the congregation, posters, press, radio, and 
literature. 


(Presbyterians have been too slow in recognizing 
the value of advertising). 


Preaching 


1. The supreme importance of preaching in this 
Crusade makes it imperative that careful plans 
be made weeks in advance for the special services, 
whether the preaching is done by local minister, 
which is highly desirable, or by a visiting minister. 


_2. Ministers will notice that there is no time 
fixed during the six weeks for the holding of the 
special services. This will make it possible for 
ministers to so arrange the dates of the meetings 
that they may exchange pulpits, and ministers 
serving more than one church can arrange meet- 
ings in all their churches. 


Personal Evangelism 


This involves at least these three types of en- 
eavor: 


1, Winning individuals to faith in Christ through 
personal interviews and prayer. 


2. Inviting and bringing individuals to hear the 
Preaching of the Gospel. 


3. Friendly visiting of the unchurched in the 
name of the Church. 


This work of personal evangelism shall be carried 
on before, during, and after the six weeks period 
of special effort. 


An effort shall be made during this Crusade to 
enroll all the children and young people of the 
church area in the Sunday School. 


For The Presbytery 


1. Presbyteries’ Committees on Evangelism shall 
meet just as soon as possible after the meetings 
of Synods to formulate plans for the Crusade 
in the Presbyteries. The aid of Presbyteries’ Com- 
mittees on Home Missions should be sought in the 
formulation of these plans. 


2. As many Conferences as are needed to touch 
the men, women, and young people of all the 
church in the Presbyteries shall be held. 


3. The programs for the Presbyteries’ Con- 
ferences shall be centered around the plans for 
the local churches, and shall include at least these 
three headings: 


a. Prayer. 
b. Personal work. 
ce. Practical plans. 


4. The Presbyteries’ Committees on Evangelism, 
in cooperation with the Presbyteries’ Committees 
on Home Missions, shall encourage the holding 
of special services in all churches, and, where 
necessary, shall assume the responsibility for pro- 
viding a preacher. 


5. The Presbyteries’ Committees on Evangelism 
shall secure and publicize a complete list of 
churches with the ministers conducting the special 
services. 


6. Ministers who assist churches in these special 
services in this Crusade shall be paid expenses 
only. 


For the Synods 


1. Synods’ Committees shall hold meetings just 
as soon as practicable after the receipt of this 
outline. 


2. This plan shall be presented by Synods’ Com- 
mittees to Synods for approval and adopted. 


3. This plan, when adopted by Synods, shall be 
handed down to the Presbyteries for approval and 
adoption, to be put into operation by Presbyteries’ 
Committees on Evangelism under the supervision 
of Synods’ Committees. 


Conclusion 


The Committee wants it clearly understood that 
this Crusade is to consist of the following fea- 
tures: 


1. The designation of the six weeks, March 4— 
April 15, as a period of special evangelistic en- 
deavor. 


2. The holding of at least a week of evangelistic 
services in every church during this special period. 
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3. The organization of personal workers’ groups. 


The plans outlined in this paper are presented 
simply as suggestions and aids. It is expected that 
Synods, Presbyteries, and local churches _ will 
adapt this plan to suit their own individual needs. 
It is urged, however, that all the churches par- 


ticipate in this simultaneous effort. 


Above all, it is recognized that this plan, what. 
ever adaptations may be made, must be under. 
girded with prayer, for without the power of G4 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit our effort; 
will be in vain. 





Consider The Lilies 


(Matthew 6:28) 
By Prof. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


There are flowers when we are born and 
flowers when we die, flowers when we are sick 
and flowers when we entertain, flowers for the 
fair, flowers for the home and flowers for the 
sanctuary. God has strewn flowers upon the path 
of life for our enjoyment. And as we enjoy, we 
can also learn from the flower. The poet muses: 


“Flower in the crannied wall 
I pluck you out of the crannies 
I hold you here, root and all, in my hand 
Little flower—but if I could understand 
What you are, root and all, and all in all, 
I should know what God is and man is.” 


Yes all truth is interrelated and the full knowl- 
edge of any truth involves the knowledge of all. 
Only we might remember that this completeness 
of comprehension is the prerogative of God. And 
God who knows all has given us in His Word a 
shining light from the fullness of His wisdom. 
As we follow that Word we walk not by our limit- 
ed knowledge, but by faith in Him who knows all 
and who reveals enough for our needs. There are 
some bright rays of God’s truth given in the 
Word in connection with flowers. 


I. 


Even the humblest lily is an answer to atheism, 
a testimony that God is. The flowers by day, like 
the stars by night, are ever singing as they shine, 
“The hand that made us is Divine.” There is wit- 
ness enough in one of these lovely flower beds to 
answer the fool. 


“Not God in gardens, 
’Tis sure God walks in mine.” 


You will find the whole of this noble stanza in 
a lovely garden topping a hill, a few miles North 
of Rome, Georgia. That garden surrounds a House 
of Dreams. And as Martha Berry walked with God 
in the garden she dreamed of His love and prayed 
for His blessing until her dreams took form in 
Colonial brick and Gothic stone and the Gate of 
Opportunity opened for the young men and women 
of the mountains. That Garden of beauty, that 
House of Dreams, that Woman of Faith are an 
answer to unbelief. 


Then nature has her own gardens untouched by 
human hands. When the mountains spread before 
us the fir, the pine and the balsam, the beauty 
of the azalea, the laurel and the rhododendron, 
the handiwork of the Maker rebukes the doubt of 
the skeptic. 


Go back to the grammar schoo] days and think 


again of the factors which make possible the life 
of the lily on this planet. For one thing there 
must be a planet, the sun and the stars are 
burning hot. Then this planet must be so spaced 
with reference to the Sun that it has a medium 
temperature. The planet must have sufficient mass 
and velocity to hold its atmosphere. It must rotate 
with sufficient frequency to moderate its tempers- 
ture. It must be composed not chiefly of volcanic 
ash or radium, but largely of inert matter, dirt, 
The slight angle which the axis of the Earth makes 
with the orbit around the Sun gives us our seasons 
—our April showers and our May flowers. It is 
more reasonable to believe that the conspiracy of 
factors that makes life possible on the Earth is the 
work of God, than that it is an accident of chance, 


Some years ago a book appeared entitled the 
bees’ knees. This book described the several pairs 
of knees the bee has and showed how he carries 
the pollen from one flower to another as he kneels 
to gather his nectar. And so the fertilization which 
makes the new life is a by-product of the search 
for honey. Again consider the careful mathe 
matical precision of the stamina and the petals. 
The mathematics of the flower reminds us of a 
like order in crystallization and of the mathe 
matics of music. Now mathematics requires 4 


- mathematician, and a mathematician is a thinker, 


a person. 


Then we have that marvelous correlation of the 
light waves with the eye of man. Possibly some 
animals see only grey. The old photography 
showed only black and white, the new is often in 
technicolor. Some have a much finer appreciation 
of the beauties of color than others. And yet even 
those of us who are not artists see and appreciate 
something of the lovely tints of the flower, the 
glow of the sunset, the blue of the mountains, 
the foam of the waves. Consider the lilies, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. And as you think of the marvel of life, 
of the mathematics, of the symmetry, and the 
beauty of the flower, and of that ordering by 
which you are able to understand the one and 
— the other let the flower teach you that 

od is. 


“There’s not a plant or flower below 
But makes Thy glories known; 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
By orders from Thy Throne... 
Creatures as num’rous as they be 

Are subject to Thy care.” 


II. 
The last lines of this familiar hymn sugges 
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that the flowers not only tell us that God is, 
but something of what He is. Our Lord Jesus 
invited us to consider the care that God bestows 
upon the flower which today is and to-morrow 
js cast into the oven and to remember how much 
more the heavenly Father cares for His children. 
Consider the delicate tints and hues, the lacy 
forms, the fragrance of the orchid you wear today 
and to-morrow is faded. Consider the wisdom and 
the might and the thoughtfulness which show in 
the beauty, the order, the loveliness of that flower 
which brightens our living room for forty-eight 
hours, or our Sanctuary for twelve hours. If God 
takes such care of the flower that sends forth 
the fullness of its fragrance and beauty only for 
a day or two, shall He not much more clothe and 
care for His children? 


Turning to the parallel illustration, if God feeds 
the birds of the heaven and watches so closely 
over them that not a sparrow falls without our 
heavenly Father knows it, does He not much more 
carefully watch over His children? God takes all 
this care of the flower and then gives it to adorn 
a lady fair, by that very fact God is testifying 
how much more value He attaches to the lady. 
God cares for every sparrow, and yet He provides 
many sparrows to keep man from starving. By 
that fact He is showing how much more He values 
man. In the years gone by, we used to think that 
we could care for, protect, educate and promote 
these boys of ours. Today we can only entrust 
them to the shadow of the Almighty, and walk by 
faith in His unseen arm. 


The flowers and the birds tell us of the Father 
who numbers the hairs of our head, who gives 
us day by day our daily bread, who knows that 
we need protection and raiment and provides 
both. The flowers show God’s infinite care over 
the details of life. Those who find the heart of the 
Father in our Lord Jesus Christ have no right to 
doubt that His love is equal to His care. The 
flowers which God clothes so magnificantly, even 
though it be only for a day, teach us to live out of 
the hand of our heavenly Father. 


The eyes of all wait upon Thee; 

And Thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest Thine hand, 

And satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 


An interesting parable of the journey of life 
has been discovered in Paul’s return from his third 
Missionary journey. Acts records how day by day 
they went from one of those beautiful isles of 
the Aegean, Assos and Mitylene and the follow- 
ing day Chios and the next day Samos and the 
day after Miletus. Thus our Lord bids us go through 
life, day by day and island by island, trusting the 
Father for each day and not borrowing to-mor- 
tow’s trouble to add to today’s load. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof. 


As we live the life of trust in the Father’s love 
and wisdom and care we can put first things first. 
Our aim then is the glory of our Father which 
8 In heaven. Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and all these things shall 
be added unto you. Trusting the Father makes it 
Possible to give oneself as a witness to the Gospel 
Which calls men to the righteousness of Christ 
and to the sceptre of His reign. 


III. 

As we consider the lilies they tell us not only 
of the Divine hand and of the Father’s care. They 
as well call us, here and now, to accept the 
Saviour dear. Measure the length of human life 
by the brief span of a flower’s bloom and it seems 
long. But when instead you measure the length 
of human life by the eternity of God the number 
of our days is as a watch in the night, as a tale 
that is told. Compared with the Eternal our span 
is as brief as that of the flower. Man is of few 
days. “He cometh forth like a flower and is cut 
down.” “As for man, his days are as grass; as a 
flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind 
passeth over it and it is gone.” “In the morning 
they are like grass which groweth up. In the 
morning it flourisheth and groweth up; in the 
evening it is cut down and withereth.” 


God gave unto Isaiah a vision of the generations 
of Israel as the nation went down into the valley 
of humiliation and came up again out of captivity 
to dwell upon the mountains of Zion. As the 
prophet surveyed the scene his first cry was: “All 
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the field. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth.” But the hope of Israel, the promise 
sustaining her through the valley of the shadow, is 
this: “the Word of our God shall stand forever.” 
And First Peter takes up the same refrain de- 
claring, “This is the Word which by the Gospel 
is preached unto you.” Old Testament and New 
Testament, then, call on us to recognize the 
transitoriness of life and consequently to anchor 
in the Gospel. Both testaments remind us that 
this is one of the lessons the flowers have to 
teach us. 


As I preached for some six Sundays in the 
Church at Cedartown, Georgia I noticed the 
dropping of the petals of the pulpit flowers. And 
it seemed to me that these falling petals were a 
parable of the men falling in battle. On the 
thirtieth of May the school children of Gettysburg 
walk over the National Cemetery strewing flow- 
ers over the graves of the soldiers. These are not 
faded flowers, but roses in their bud and in their 
bloom. The men who fell here were the flower of 
our race, even as the best and strongest and finest 
of our youth are now jeopardizing their lives on 
the high places of the battle fields. The old must 
die. The young are dying. The goodliness of man 
is falling like the flowers in their bloom. And this 
solemn fact calls on us to anchor in God and His 
salvation now. Now is the accepted time. Today is 
the day of our salvation. Today if ye will hear 
His voice, harden not your hearts! 


Change and decay in all around I see, 
O Thou who changest not, Abide with me. 


Here is the Word of the Gospel which Peter 
preached “Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things as silver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.” “Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that we being dead 
to sin, should live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed.” “By Him we believe in 
God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave 
Him glory; that our faith and hope might be in 
God.” “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God.” While 
the noblest, the finest, the strongest, and the 





Page 10 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





bravest of our men are falling like the flower of 
the field, let those of us who are no longer young 
or strong enough to stand with them lay aside 
all false confidence in ourselves and anchor in 
the Gospel of God, our Saviour! 


A letter which a member of the class at the 
Montreat Leadership Training School handed the 
teacher at the end of the course offers a concrete 
climax and fitting point to this message. The 
letter is from the Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Knoxville. It is about a Marine officer, 
who was a magnificant type of the flower of 
American manhood. Here it is: 


Dear Friends in the Service of our Country: 


All week I have been going about my work 
wondering what to say to you in this letter. It 
occurred to me that whatever was said should be 
said with a note of optimism mingled with a bit of 
fun. 


Today the whole idea is far from mind. Word 
has just come of the death of Lt. Spottswood 
Preston of the U. S. Marines . . . somewhere 
in the Pacific. Many of you did not know him. He 
joined the First Presbyterian Church only recently 
and was not here long enough in better times 
to get to know many of you. However, I knew him 
well. He represents the finest, highest, and truest 
type of manhood. The last Sunday I saw him at 
church I thought he was one of the handsomest 
officers I had ever seen. His attractive manner 
and his exceeding good looks only seemed to en- 
hance the beauty of a spirit that was just as lovely. 
Knowing him as I do, I am sure that he fell in line 
of duty giving his best where the going was 
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hardest. Our hearts go out to his People jn 
sympathy and to our God in gratitude for such g 
life. 


But there is yet a more important thing to say 
about Lieutenant Preston. He was ready to go, 
He knew his Lord and loved Him. He had placed 
his faith in Christ and had accepted the salvation 
of his soul offered to him through the shed blood 
of Christ. He knew how to die. 


The question that comes to my mind at this 
time is this, “Do you know how to die?” Every 
man or woman who wears the uniform should be 
certain of soul salvation. We believe those of. you 
who receive this news letter know the plan of 
salvation and have accepted Christ. Practically all 
of you are church members. But church member. 
ship does not necessarily mean salvation, the big 
question is whether or not you have through 
faith accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour. If not... 
do so now... . receive Him by faith. Or, perhaps 
you are a Christian, and have not been working 
at it very much lately. You are living a “rugged” 
life. There isn’t much time for play or meditation. 
There is less time for religion. The chapel services, 
the communion services, Bible reading and prayer 
. .. these are the means of Grace that build us up 
in the Spirit and feed the soul. There comes a time 
sooner or later when one’s relationship to Christ 
means more than anything else in the world and 
is the only thing that matters. Are you prepared 
for that time? 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 
(sd) Emmett B. McGukin. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 





The Jewish Passover And Its Relation To 
The Lord’s Supper 


By Rev. Aaron Judah Kligerman* 


There are in the Bible five instances of the 
celebration of the Passover. In Egypt (Ex. 12), 
under Solomon (2 Chron. 8:13), under Hezekiah 
(2 Chron. 30:15), under Josiah (2 Kings 23:21, 
2 Chron. 35:1), and the one celebrated by the 
Lord Jesus (Luke 22:7-20.) 


For information concerning the celebration of 
the Passover, we must not go to the Talmud or 
to the Rabbis, but to the Bible, to the Old Testa- 
ment, to Exodus, Ch. 12. And should we wish an 
explanation of the true meaning of the Passover, 
we must go to the New Testament, and there be 
instructed by the only One Who knew its true 
significance, the Lord Jesus Himself. 


Let us turn to Ex. 12, then, for the order of 
the Passover: 


And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in 
the land of Egypt, saying, This month (Nisan or 
Abib) shall be unto you the beginning of months: 
it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, say- 
ing, In the tenth day of this month they shall 
take to them every man a lamb, according to the 
house of their fathers, a lamb for an house... 
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the 
first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, 
or from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until 


the fourteenth day of the same month: and the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall 
kill it in the evening. And they shall take of the 
blood and strike it on the two side posts and on 
the upper door post of the houses, wherein they 
shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that 
night roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and 
with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Eat not of it 
raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast 
fire; his head with his legs, and with the purter- 
ance thereof. And ye shall let nothing of it Te 
main until the morning . . . And thus shall ye eat 
it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye 
eat it in haste: it is the Lord’s Passover. For | 
will pass through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the 
Lord. And the blood shall be to you for a token 
upon the houses where ye are: and when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague 
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I 
smite the land of Egypt. And this day shall be 
unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it 8 
feast to the Lord throughout your generations; 
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for evé 
(Ex, 12:1-14.) 
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These words fix our attention upon a dark 
night of history. It was at once Egypt’s crisis, 
and the birth of a nation. Midnight was not yet 
near. Egypt, mistress of the world, was at rest, 
her roads and streets silent, her people asleep. 
Only the Hebrew slaves, two and a half millions 
of them, were awake. Each man with his staff 
in his hand and with shoes on his feet, they were 
ready for the wilderness journey which was to 
last forty years. Sleep on, Egypt; Your sleep will 
soon turn into an awful nightmare. No watchman 
shall see, but an avenger will enter your 
dwellings, “owsoe’er defended.” The wailings of 
this night will outweigh all the years of moans of 
your sorely afflicted Hebrew slaves. Death, “the 
King of terrors,” shall rule throughout your king- 
dom, and your Pharaoh cannot stay his stroke. 


Midnight came. Lights flashed in the palace, 
for the prince royal was found dead; and in the 
houses of the servants behind the mill there were 
frenzied wailings, for there too lay the firstborn 
dead. And there was a great cry in Egypt; for 
there was not a house where there was not one 
dead. (Ex. 12:30.) 


It was now Pharaoh himself who commanded 
the children of Israel to depart; an army of six 
hundred thousand men, besides women and chil- 
dren, were soon on the march out of the land 
of their bondage. A vast horde of slaves was free, 
free to be molded, trained, and shaped in another 
land, by their God, through His servants Moses 
and Aaron, into a nation of workers, worshippers 
and warriors; of prophets and priests and kings. 


Skip now with me the intervening fifteen 
centuries, to the month of Nisan, A. D. 30. In ac- 
cordance with God’s ordinance, the Passover is 
still kept by His people, but now at Jerusalem, 
“the great city,” “the holy’ city,” the city of 
God’s choice (Deut. 12:5-16.) Besides the usual 
inhabitants, there are multitudes of Jews there 
from Syria and Asia Minor, from Babylonia and 
Medea, from Cyprus and Greece, from Egypt and 
from Rome. These are pilgrims who have come 
to celebrate the Passover feast. Jesus and His 
disciples have been there since Sunday, the day 
when He was greeted by the throngs with cries 
of Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He 
Who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest! (Matt. 21:9.) He, too, had come 
to celebrate the Passover—with His intimate 
disciples (Matt. 26:18.) Could we have visited 
them on Holy Thursday in that “large upper 
room,” we would have noticed that they did not 
follow out all the details of the first Passover 
in Egypt. We would have seen no blood sprinkled 
on door post or lintel. No, the Passover lamb now 
was killed at the temple, and its blood poured 
out there at the altar’s base. Jesus and His dis- 
ciples had the roasted lamb ready to be eaten, 
but they did not stand as they ate, loins girded, 
feet shod, staff in hand. Nor did they eat it in 
haste. They reclined at the table, and the one 
called “John the beloved” leaned on Jesus’ bosom. 
To be sure, the roast lamb without a bone broken 
Was there, and so were the unleavened bread and 
the bitter herbs of old. The lamb and its blood 
reminded them of God’s protection and shelter in 
Sypt; while its flesh. nourished and sustained 
them. The unleavened bread stressed God’s hatred 


of sin, and the urgency and need of salvation; and 
the bitter herbs reminded them not only of the 
bitter experience of their race in Egypt, but also 
of the bitterness that has come to a world cursed 
by sin. There was also the wine there, always a 
symbol of rejoicing—a token of the New 
Covenant which enables fallen mankind to come 
back to God, the only source for man of eternal 
happiness and joy. 


This upper room scene was the last valid cele- 
bration in memorial of the First Passover, and, as 
such, it was the last Passover having the recog- 
nition of God. Why? Because the Passover in 
Egypt, accompanied as it was by the death of the 
firstborn where not protected by the sprinkled 
blood, had been not only an historical event to be 
memorialized each year on its anniversary, but 
also a type and prophecy of greater things to 
come, of an infinitely greater Lamb, of a vastly 
larger deliverance from a more powerful enemy; 
and of an eternal salvation. 


“The ground and means of God’s great sal- 
vation,”’ says the late David Baron, “is the Lamb 
slain, the blood shed. Christ crucified is the very 
foundation Stone of redemption; and of this great 
and central truth the paschal lamb, which is the 
central object in the Passover, is one of the most 
perfect types to be found in Scripture. And it is 
interesting to observe that already in the Old 
Testament the daily sacrifice and especially the 
paschal lamb, is regarded as a type of the Messiah 
—the pure, innocent and suffering Servant of 
Jehovah, upon Whom the Lord lays the iniquity 
of us all, and who, ‘for us men’ and our salvation, 
is led as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not 
His mouth. (Isa. 53.)” 


We cannot enter fully into the many points 
in which the paschal lamb sets forth the Person 
and atoning work of the Messiah; but we may look 
just in passing at some of the instructions con- 
tained in Ex. 12 and their fulfillment in Christ: 


Old Testament 
Passover 
1. The _ Passover sacrifice 
ot) to be a “lamb.” (Ex. 
12.5). 


2. The Passover sacrifice 
had to be a male of the first 
sat without blemish. (Ex. 
12:5). 


8. The Passover sacrifice 
was selected and taken out 
on the 10th of the month 
Nisan.* (Ex. 12:3). 


4. The Passover sacrifice 
had to be killed on the four- 
teenth of Nisan and by the 
whole assembly of the con- 
ae of Israel. (Ex. 
12:6). 


5. The Passover sacrifice 
had to be killed “at dusk,” 
or “between the evenings.’’** 
(Ex. 12:6). 


6. No bone of the Passover 
sacrifice was to be broken. 
(Ex. 12:46). 


Christ Our 
Passover 
1. Jesus was greeted as 
the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world. 
(John 1:29). 


2 Ye were  redeem- 
ed ... with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb 
without blemish and without 
spot. (I. Pet. 1:18-19). Jesus 
was in the prime of His life 
when led to the Cross. 


3. Jesus was taken from 
His own brethren and finally 
rejected by the elders and 
rabbis on Monday, Nisan 10. 
(Matt. 21:1-18). 


4. Jesus was cricified on the 
eve of the Passover, and re- 
jected officially by the whole 
congregation.* (John 18:28; 
Acts 2:37). 


5. Jesus gave up His spirit 
at 3:00 o’clock in the after- 
noon. (Matt. 27:46). 


6. That the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, A bone of Him 
shall not be broken. (John 
19:36). 
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7. The blood of the Passover 
lamb was to be shed and ap- 
plied to the door posts. (Ex. 
12:7). God’s word was, When 
I see the blood I will pass 
over you. “The blood of the 
lamb made them safe, their 
trust in God’s promise made 


7. Jesus lifted up the cup 
and said, This is My blood 
of the New Covenant, which 
is shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins. (Matt. 26: 
28). In the same manner we 
may have salvation through 
Jesus, the Lamb of God slain 


them sure.” in our stead. (I. John 5: 


10-13). 


*The rabbinical reasons for selecting the lamb four days 
beforehand are: (1) Lest the people should, in the hurry of 
preparing for the journey, forget it; (2) That they might 
during this time prove it to be without blemish; (3) That 
they might have it before them, and be led to converse on the 
subject of the promised deliverance; (4) t it might be a 
testimony against the Egyptians, who worshipped lambs. 


**The Hebrew bain ha-rbavim, between the evenings, sug- 
gest at the time, a point between the sun’s declining west and 
its setting, about 3:00 P.M. 


On Thursday, Nisan 14, A. D. 30, the time had 
arrived for the type to meet with its Fulfiller, 
the Anti-type. The real Victim Whose shed 
blood was to bring deliverance, had come. He is 
now presiding at the table. This is His last supper. 
He is the One to Whom John the Baptist had 
pointed, saying, Behold the Lamb of God, Which 
taketh away the sin of the world. Yes, on the day 
on which the paschal lamb was killed Jesus was 
in Jerusalem delivering Himself to be killed, and 
thus complete the prophetic picture of the “suffer- 
ing Servant of Jehovah.” The Passover in Egypt 
was the first ceremony to be observed under the 
covenant of the Law, inasmuch as the covenant 
was made valid over the blood of the lamb. Like- 
wise at the fulfilment thereof by the death of 
the true Lamb of God, the covenant of the Law 
became out of date, and the moment had arrived 
for the bringing forth of the New Covenant. 
Knowing that the old Passover must disappear as 
do the dim lights of night with the appearance 
of the sun, Jesus, “the Lamb of God,” on the eve 
of the shedding of His blood, carried over the 
symbols of the Passover into the sacrament known 
to Christians as The Lord’s Supper. The record of 
this in the gospel of Matthew reads: 


And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake it; and gave it to the 
disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body. 
And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is 
My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto 
you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of 
the vine, until the day when I drink it new 
with you in My Father’s kingdom. (26:26-30.) 


On that night at the table in the upper room, 
the Lord Jesus, surrounded by His twelve disciples, 
celebrated the Passover as a memorial to the re- 
demption of a nation, long before. Now, at the 
close of the meal, Jesus speaks of the redemption 
to come, an everlasting redemption for all who 
will, brought about through the shedding of His 
blood. This, then, is the real meaning of the 
Passover: It was a memorial of a great historical 
deliverance—that of Israel from Egyptian bondage. 
With the coming “in the fulness of time” of 
Jesus, and the giving of His life on the Cross, He 
has become our Passover, and His last supper is 
a memorial to that greatest event of all time 
and eternity. In the words of Paul, Messiah, our 
Passover, is sacrificed for us; therefore let us 
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keep the feast—(1 Cor. 5:7-8.) 


Christ, our Passover Lamb, is slain for us, and 
in the shedding of that precious blood is all oyr 
salvation! It is a salvation from imminent danger 
(Ex. 3:7-8, Rom. 8:22-3.) Salvation then was and 
now is, from imminent and awful danger. (2) 
It is a God-planned salvation: Gen. 3:15, 12:1.3. 
49:10, etc., etc.; Heb. 10:7. It calls for a sacrifice 
a substitutionary sacrifice, a blood sacrifice, g 
God-planned sacrifice. (3) It is a free and ac. 
cessible salvation: Ex. 12:1-44, Matt. 11:28, Ac 
4:12, 1 Thes. 5:9. And, thank God, (4) It is ay 
eternal salvation. Sprinkled with His blood, we 
fear no destroying angel; fed with His flesh we 
are strong to take our journey through life and 
into eternity. (Jno. 14:1-4, Ch. 17). 


Night and darkness, more than darkness! 
Gloom and chill and damp of death; 

Sorrow stalking through the shadows; 
Fear and dread that stifled breath. 


Such the night. In Hebrew households 
Hasty plans were made for flight; 
Hastily the lamb was eaten. 
Long, how long, the death-like night. 


Would the holy God of Heaven 
As He passed by, look within? 
Through their windows watch their conduct? 
Pierce each soul and see its sin? 


Would the Lamb’s blood be sufficient? 
Just the blood upon the door? 

Would He, passing o’er the guilty, 
See the blood and nothing more? 


Yes, the midnight hour was over; 
Not a mourning voice was heard 

For the firstborn of the Hebrews. 
God was faithful to His word. 


Such my night, and such my Savior. 
His sufficiency alone 

Saves my soul from death and darkness, 
Just His grace my soul must own. 


Not my guilt, and not my goodness 
Does the passing angel see; 
Just the blood upon the doorway, 
Just the blood of Calvary! 


—Mary M. Hadden. 


*Baltimore, Md. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
November Emphasis 


"Sutter The Little Children To Come Unto Me” 
By Alice W. Brownlee* 


It’s 5:15 on a week day morning, a bell rings 
and out of warm comfortable beds bounce a good- 
ly number of feet, some large, some small, for 
ours is rather a large “family” with members 
ranging in age from four years old on up to seven- 
teen, eighteen and sometimes as old as twenty- 
one, we are, of course, speaking only of our chil- 
dren! Another bell rings and off up the hill we 
chase to wait for the “last” bell which invites us 
to enter the dining room. We have certain places 
at certain tables and we stand by our chairs until 
the blessing is asked, or some would say until 
someone returns thanks to the kind Heavenly 
Father who has kept us safely through the night 
and from whom all our blessings flow. We eat a 
breakfast of cereal, toast, fruit, sometimes eggs 
or else bacon, milk, butter and coffee or tea for 
the grown-ups. After breakfast, the day really 
begins. The “barn” boys go to the barn to milk 
and feed, and if it’s during the farming season 
the “farm” boys go to the farm to work in the 
crops of vegetables, hay and grain. The girls who 
work in the kitchen and dining room, washing 
dishes, pots and pans, caring for the milk and 
preparing vegetables get busy, for there is no time 
to be wasted if it is during the school year. The 
girls who help clean the other buildings and 
work in the laundry must keep busy too, for soon 
the school bell will ring and they must be on 
their way. The high school boys and girls must 
catch the school bus for their ride of twelve miles 
before beginning their day at school. The ele- 
mentary children “go over the hill’ and down the 
highway only a few yards and there they have a 
nice, new school building which was once a hos- 
pital building for one of the TVA projects. They 
come back for a hot noon meal, which a good 
many school children do not have the opportunity 
of doing, they eat, clean the kitchen and dining 
— and back to school for the rest of the school 

y. 


Three forty-five arrives and so do the school 
buses bringing back our high school children and 
up over the hill pop heads, some blonds, some bru- 
hettes and a red head or two, and all is lively 
on the farm, at the barn, in the laundry, in the 
cottages, in the kitchen and dining room and on 

€ grounds again! 


: ‘The evening meal begins at 6 o’clock, the most 
elsurely and the most noisy one, as the happen- 
roe of the day are discussed! For the third time 
re day the pots and pans are washed. Back to 
eir buildings, the evening prayers and then 
outy hall for the older boys and girls and to bed 
or the younger ones. Comes 9:00, lights out 
jo off to “slumber-land” go our children again. 
d so ends another school day. 


But how about the farming season when school 
S$ net in session? Instead of the boys going to 


— when their morning chores are done they 
© off to the farm where they help raise a large 


variety of vegetables which are used in the dining 
room and the surplus is canned for the winter 
use. We believe that plenty fresh vegetables such 
as beans, corn, tomatoes, carrots, beets, lettuce, 
peas, okra, cabbage, potatoes, etc., together with 
the fruit from our own farm plus what we buy, 
and plenty of milk, butter, pork and beef which 
we butcher, is the secret of our children staying 
so well and healthy. It might be of interest to 
know that this summer our little boys picked 
enough blackberries to can 25 gallons and to make 
50 gallons of jam. We have also canned quite a 
bit of vegetables and must not forget to mention 
that we have just finished making 117% gallons of 
sorghum! We have a number of little “human 
squirrels” who have been out on the campus pick- 
ing up hickory nuts and storing them away for 
the long winter days—what fun and what pastime 
to have a “nut-cracking-party” on a cold snowy 
afternoon! 


This is a little sketch of life during the week— 
what is Sunday “life” like? Well, to begin the 
day we get out of bed an hour later. Of course 
hungry mouths must be fed, so the work in the 
dining room and kitchen must go on as usual, but 
after the kitchen and dining room are in order 
once more, the children are off to their buildings. 
Clean Sunday clothes are laid out and soon the 
children are dressed to go to Sunday School when 
the bell rings, here the older boys and girls are 
leaders and have charge of the worship exercises. 
There are a number of Sunday School classes and 
when they re-assemble each class take their turn 
in giving a Bible verse in connection with the 
lesson. We remain for Church if it happens to be 
the day which our pastor has set aside for us. Sun- 
day afternoon the younger children take quiet 
hour, also the older ones unless they go for a 
walk, sometimes the older girls and their matron 
or another staff member go for a walk in the 
woods and enjoy nature, and often bring back 
wild flowers or pretty leaves to dress up their 
living room. 


The Sunday evening meal consists of sandwiches, 
milk and cookies and sometimes fruit—the chil- 
dren, especially the girls, like this for it means 
no dish washing and table setting! Around seven 
o’clock the older boys and girls go back to the 
chapel for their Young Peoples meeting; the 
younger ones play, sing or listen to Bible stories 
until bed time comes again. At nine o’clock pray- 
ers have been said, lights are off and another 
Sabbath day is swiftly drawing to a close. 


The youngest of our children is a little girl 
four years old, that is she will be four in Novem- 
ber, the other night I had her on my lap listening 
to her answer some of the catechism questions she 
had learned, when the question was asked, ‘Where 
is God?” She answered, “Upon the  house-top, 
down in my heart and every where.” Another little 
fellow when asked by his matron, “What is God?” 
said, “God is a sport.” Sometimes we wonder if 
that is not a correct answer in one sense of the 
word. This little fellow, along with the others 
who made 99 catechism recitations during the past 
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Church year, has said his catechism and is waiting 
for his Testament to be presented. He says that he 
wants to send it to his father who is in the Pa- 
cific for a Christmas present so he will have God 
with him and if the Japanese kill him he will still 
have God with him all the time! The youngest 
pair of ears in the Home we often times think are 
the largest, but not in size, of course, for they 
seem to pick up the most and she has also a 
mind to match the ears! She hears the music 
teacher and the older children singing choruses 
and hymns and very often she springs a surprise 
by up and singing them too. The other night she 
was sitting by the fire in her rocking chair and 
singing “Though your talents be small... .” and 
when asked where she learned that, said, “I just 
heard someone singing it.” She had been playing 
around where the choir was practisine a special 
song and the Sabbath day they sang it she sang 
along with them! 


Each child has its “clothes lady’, in most cases 
it is “clothes ladies” and each spring and fall lists 
of needed clothing are sent out, and very soon 
packages of nice clothing begin coming in. What 
excitement—what friends! What a beautiful 
Thanksgiving season what a generous and joyous 
Christmas-tide! Yet these children are “tagged” 
as underprivilege and no doubt they are, for a 
good many come from homes broken by sin or 
from homes where the word God is used only in 
connection with an oath and where none of the 
family have any contact with the Church and where 
the Bible, if one, remains a fast closed Book. 
When we forget Matthew 19:14, we ask the ques- 
tion are we doing the right thing by taking these 
children who in the real sense of the word are not 
orphans? Then we remember those words: “Suffer 
little children, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ It is 
then we realize that unless the Church does open 
the doors of this phase of its work to such chil- 
dren—where will they have the opportunity to 
“come unto me.” While they are young is the time 
to teach them to: ““Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth ... ” (Ecc. 12:1). 


And so from day to day goes life in one of our 
Church Homes for the so-called underprivileged 
children; this is only one such institution—there 
are many more, but not enough to care for chil- 
dren, so many of them who today are seemingly 
“out on their own.” What a joy and satisfaction 
to know that thousands and thousands have been, 
and are being, brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord to lives of fruitful service, 
but to realize there are so many thousands who 
are still in need—what a challenge! 


*Mrs. W. O. Brownlee is the superintendent of 
Bachman Home at Farner, Tenn. 
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Historical Sketches Of The 
Woman’s Auxiliary 
By Mrs. W. T. Fowler* 


The first Genera] Historian of Woman’s Work 
was Mrs. John Barnett Knox of Alabama. 


The service of Mrs. Knox to the Alabama Aux. 
iliary covered the years 1908-1934. In recognition 
of this debt to her the volume, “Presbyterian 
Women of Alabama” is dedicated in part: 


“In memory of our first president and 
Honorary Life President, Mrs. John Barnett 
Knox, who was the guide and inspiration of 
the Synodical during its early years and who 
being dead yet speaketh.” 


Tribute is paid Mrs. Knox on pages 27 and 
28 and an illuminating sketch of her life was 
included in the series, Elect Ladies, Christian Ob. 
server, 1931. 


On page 28, “She was at Montreat, as first Gen- 
eral Historian, and took an important part in the 


proceedings when the Auxiliary was brought into 
being.” 


In the files of material at our Historical Foun. 
dation may be found 50 items, Number 34720, 
of original date, which was solicited by Dr. and 
Mrs. S. M. Tenney, from Mrs. Knox. These items 
do not include all the work she planned as Gen- 
eral Historian, 1911-1912. There is enough there, 
however, to show how priceless these early records 
are and how imperative it is that we salvage 
all other material of the same character. 


Even incomplete these items are a monument 
to the vision and foresight that went into the 
organization of the Woman’s Auxiliary. The His- 
tory as read by Mrs. Knox to the Committee, is 
not included in this material. Let us hope that 
instead of being lost that it was incorporated into 
“Pioneer Women” when Mrs. M. D. Irvine and 
Miss Alice Eastwood compiled that valuable book. 


This work was undertaken by Mrs. Knox for two 
reasons: one to visualize the background for the 
Auxiliary organization, to measure the need and 
canvass the possibilities; the other that the women 
might have a firmer base by knowing the numbers 
and personnel on which to erect the proposed 
unified work. A wise preview gained by looking 
backward! 


Below we give a brief outline, not intended as 
a catalogue, but as leads for those who may W 
to pursue further the work of their Presbyterials 
and especially of their earliest historians. 


Sketches of Societies include, for Alabama: 
Union Springs Missionary Society (Miss Cowan); 
Missionary Union of East Alabama; Montgomery 
First, Foreign Missionary Society; Montgomery 
First, George Patterson Band; Troy; Auburn; 
Montgomery Central; Tuskegee Report of 1812. 


For Arkansas: Hot Springs Auxiliary, Annual 
Dinner and other notes and newspaper clippings, 
Mrs. Numi. 


For Georgia: Augusta First; Green Street 
Church; Bethany; Greensboro; Anna Safford So- 
ciety; typed and written by Mrs. W. M. Rowland. 
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Also: Albany; Americus; Bainbridge; Cuthbert; 
Columbus (Rose Hill); Dublin; Macon, First; 
Poulon, all typed. Also Quitman; Thomasville; 
Tatnall Square, Macon, all typed; Acworth First; 
Aeworth First, Ernest Workers; Canton, by Mrs. 
Aubrey; Cedartown, Mrs. Van Wood; and letters 
of Misses Logan and MeMillan; Also Chicka- 
mauga; Lafayette, Mrs. Jackson’s letter; Dalton, 
Mrs. McCauley and Elizabeth Denton; Lexington; 
Madison; Marietta; Menlo; Mrs. Wyatt; Midway, 
Mrs. Mayes; Milledgeville; Siloam; Monticello; 
Ringold, Mrs. Calhoun; Rome, Report of Ladies’ 
Aid; Rome, Earnest Workers; Rosewell District, 
Miss McGill; Sharon; South Broad Church, Rome; 
Tunnell, Mrs. Head; Union Point; Washington. 


Of North Carolina data these: Poplar Tent; 
Kenansville (Grove Church); Chadburn; Whites- 
ville; Black River; Mt. Zion; Caswell; Rockfish; 
Wilmington, First; Delado; all by Mrs. B. F. Hill. 
From Concord Presbyterial; Concord; Cannonville 
Church; Rock River; Lenoir; Marion; Newton; 
Hickory; Taylorsville; Salisbury; Spencer; Back 
Creek; Thyatira; Mocksville; Dardano; Morgan- 
town; Centre (Iredell Co.); Mooresville (Iredell) ; 
Prospect (Iredell); Concord (Iredell); Trout 
Street, Statesville; Barium Springs Home Mission 
Society. 


Of South Carolina these: Blenheim, Mrs. Mc- 
Leod; Mullins, Mrs. Platt; and one unidentified. 
From Palmyra Presbyterial: Palmyra; Memphis; 
Big Creek; South Fork; Perry; Shelbina; Monroe 
City; Kahoka; Florida; Paris; New Hope; Zion’s 
Hill; Pleasant Hill. 


Then, Presbyterial Unions: Asheville, Mrs. 
Pelam, Augusta, (2) and typed copy; Brazos, Miss 
Smith; Central Mississippi, 5th annual meeting, 
Mrs. Somerville; Cisco (?), Mrs. A. B. Johnson; 
Concord, with its locals, Mrs. Adams; Dallas, Mrs. 
Gardner; East Alabama; Macon, typed; Mississippi, 
7th annual meeting, 1913, typed; Palmyra, Mrs. 
F. W. Lane, with its locals, as follows: Big Creek; 
Perry; Monroe City; Florida; New Hope; Pleasant 
Hill; Palmyra; Memphis; South Fork; Shelbina; 
Kahoka; Paris; Zion’s Hill. St. Louis, Frances 
Bashaw; Savannah, Mrs. Rowe and Mrs. Stacey, 
typed. North Carolina Presbyterials, as follows: 
Wilmington, Fayetteville; Winston-Salem; Albe- 
marle; Mecklenburg; King’s Mountain. 


The section IV contains items, notes, sketches, 
pertaining to Synodical work: Arkansas, including 
note that presidents and secretaries of literature 
of Arkansas Presbyterials plan to use prayer 
calendars in societies; North Carolina, brief notes 
of first and second meetings of Synodical; 
Mississippi, letter to Mrs. Knox from Mrs. Syden- 
stricker; list of Synodical officers; program of 
1913; pencil sketch of Mrs. Sydenstricker; typed 
article, “They Shall Walk and Not Faint”; Vir- 
ginia, report of 9th annual meeting, 1913; Stand- 
ard of Excellence for local missionary societies 


and presbyterials; “What Should the Secretaries 
Do?” Mrs. Walton. 


Also, typed manuscript on General phases of 
oman’s Work; letter to Mrs. Knox from Mrs. 
Sydenstricker, with typed manuscript “A Message 
for our Young Women,” by Mrs. C. S. Everts; 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Societies of the 
Presbyterian Church” by Caroline Granger; Sug- 
gestive constitution for Woman’s Synodical or- 
ganization in the Presbyterian Church, Miss Hanna 


and Mrs. Winsborough; Women’s Societies and 
Parliamentary Usage; “Go To Church Sunday”, 
by Ida W. Carlisle. 


Section VI contains leaflets, pamphlets and 
periodicals: Church bulletin, North Avenue Church 
Atlanta, Dec. 10, 1911; program of Synodical of 
Virginia, 1911; 50 years of Women’s Missionary 
work in Mississippi; Plea for organization work, 
Stewart; (3); program Synodical of Virginia, 
1911; 50 years of Missionary work in Mississippi; 
plea for organized work, Mrs. (Calvin) Stewart, 
(3); constitution and bylaws, Missionary Union 
of Virginia (3); Pocket Testament League, Chap- 
man (2); suggestive constitution; Montreat 1911 
conference; Outline history of Church, Sumter, 
S. C., 1923; pragram missionary Institute, Annis- 
ton, Alabama, 1915 (3); Story of the Jubilee, 
1860-1910; Golden Jubilee of Women’s Mission- 
ary Societies, 1861-1911; Golden Jubilee Lun- 
cheon, program, 1911; Woman’s National Foreign 
Mission Jubilee, N. Y., 3/27/19; circular letter, 
3/1/1912, Advisory Committee; circular letter, 
Miss (Jennie) Hanna, Woman’s Committee on or- 
ganization, for Union of Missouri, 1912; Gulf 
States Presbyterian, April 12, 1912; Westminster 
Magazine, January, 1915, and others. 


Letter from Mrs. Edmund (Fanny) DeLong, 
November 25, 1912, to Mrs. Knox; letter in toto 
is good, indeed. We quote, had been asked to pre- 
pare a sketch of “Woman in Kentucky Home 
Mission.” Chairman of sub-committee had been 
appointed to prepare a class book on Home 
Missions and asked her. to prepare a chapter. 
““My little service seems such a drop in the ocean, 
when compared with your large undertaking, that 
I regret even a momentary hesitation.” In another 
letter of Dec. 19, 1912 she states that she has 
asked Miss Lucy McGowan, as being so fully 
cognizant of the work, to do the task. She says, in 
part, “Seeing the shape in which the material 
has been sent you makes me realize how in- 
mense your task of bringing order out of chaos 
is. It is certainly a great labor of love and I 
wish you abundant success in your noble self- 
sacrificing work. I shall be so glad to help you 
in any way I can. May I wish you a happy Christ- 
mas and a New Year full of blessing.” From 
letters 1913.—Mrs. Lucy P. Geths writes that 
Miss Carrie Smith of Navasota, Texas, had re- 
cently been appointed historian of Brazos Presby- 
terial. From Mrs. N.M.U. Slavin (Mrs. W. D.) 
Lewisburg, Greenbrier Co., Jan. 23, 1913, “Is it 
too late for Greenbrier Sketch?” Promising to 
send it. From Mrs. Clara B. Rowland, 412 Haw- 
thorne Road, Roland Park, Maryland, comes the 
question: “How much more time for Augusta 
sketch? (Ga.) Mrs. L. M. Hull, Shelby, N. C., 
May 12, 1913, Presbyterial of King’s Mountain 
has no historian; asks about historians of N. C. 
and its Presbyterials. Mrs. Thomas Irby Rogers, 
Bennettsville, Marlboro County, S. C. May 27, 
1913, says workers excuse themselves by saying 
that their churches have done little or nothing. 
She tells them that if date of organization, names 
of pastors, officers and faithful few could he 
given, it would be worth while. Says, with point, 
“I believe that their descendants in the years to 
come will come to prize their Christian ancestry 
as much as their Revolutionary or Confederate.” 
(Pee Dee Presbyterial). 


A letter worth reproducing is one from Mrs. 
(D.A.) Elizabeth McMillan, May 29, 1913, asking 
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if she can influence the railroad people to give 
rates or passes for the conferences. 


Mrs. R. B. Lacy (Mary B.), Millbrock, N. C., 
writes July 22, 19138, saying Mrs. Johnson had 
asked her to write a history of the Presbyterial 
on N. C. (which?) 


Sept. 22, 1913, Miss Mattie L. Paxton, Stan- 
ford, Ky., wrote for the return of sketches of 
Transylvania the meeting was to be Oct. 23-24. 
(Women had not learned to keep copies.) 


Mrs. Knox’ address was: 315 Tyler Hill, Annis- 
ton, Alabama. Letters: Susie S. Webb, Nashville, 
Tennessee, Jan. 15, 1914; L. L. Somerville, sec- 
retary of Central Mississippi reported, Jan. 21, 
1914, that she was sending material to Gulf 
States Presbyterian. Margaret G. Rankin, secre- 
tary of North Carolina Synodical, 705 College 
Street, Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 4, 1914, was sending 
historian’s report and asked its return; had been 
at Montreat the past summer. 


Overlook, Cartersville, Georgia, Feb. 18, 1914, 
letter from Mrs. Caroline D. Granger (Mrs. A. 
O.) Apri] 22, 1914, (Mrs. J. G.) Mildred Buckner 
Trimble, 4202 Harrison Street, ... had written 
sketch of Mrs. McMillan for Gulf States Presby- 
terian. An important letter, April 25, 1914, from 
Lillian J. Curtis, 284 Orange Street, Macon, Geor- 
gia, on letterhead of Evangelist, Rev. W. L. Curtis, 
Macon, called attention to article in Gulf States 
Presbyterian. An important letter, April 25, 1914, 
from Lillian J. Curtis, 284 Orange Street, Macon, 
Georgia, on letterhead of Evangelist, Rev. W. L. 
Curtis, Macon, called attention to article in Gulf 
States Presbyterian quotes, “N.A.P. has the dis- 
tinction of being one of the pioneer Unions of 
the southern church . .. the next, if correctly 
informed, is Fayetteville, N. C. ... third is per- 
haps Hanover, Virginia . . .”’ States, “no perhaps”; 
Each Hanover is pioneer; celebrated 25th birthday 
three years ago (1911); last year Wilmington its 
25th (1913); this week, Fayetteville celebrating 


hers (1914). (N.A.P. North Alabama Presby- 
terial?) 


Jan. 26, 1911, Mrs. B. F. (Margaret) Hall sent 
history of Wilmington Presbyterial. 


Miss Laura F. Shaw of Paducah, Sept. 11, 1911, 
writes a letter to Mrs. Knox which emphasizes the 
spiritual side of the work. (Those who remember 
Miss Laura understand this well.’’) 


10-11-1911, a letter from Mrs. C. S. Everts, 
Vinecroft, Ridgeland, Mississippi, says that her 
paper on “Fifty Years of Woman’s Missions in 
mississippi” is too incomplete for Mrs. Knox’s use 
in her compilation of papers on the subject for 
Montreat Conference. She had so few replies from 
Unions, no dates of organizations, none had all 
the statistics they should have had, etc. She had 
been stirred by the need and had corresponded 
with the Foreign Mission on Committee; felt 
something must be done, and wanted to know 
whether it should come through the Foreign 
Mission Committee or the Woman’s Conference; 
says notice in Observer settles that; glad and 
thankful that Mrs. Knox is undertaking the work; 
hopes that everything connected with Missionary 
Societies and Women’s work for the church will 
be included: the giving of means, legacies, etc. 
(How plainly these early pioneers saw the prob- 
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lems, realized the magnitude of the task, and how 
quickly they called on their dauntless courage to 
attempt it. (I.E.F.) 


Call signed by Mrs. T. A. Hamilton, as chajp. 
man of Birmingham’s Committee on preparation 
for a meeting Oct. 28-29, a part of the program 
of “The Woman’s National Foreign Mission Jybj. 
lee.” Letter of Mrs. B. R. Ireland, corresponding 
secretary of Lafayette Presbyterial, Nov. 22, 19}; 
“About how much space allowed each Union ‘in 
the history of Woman’s Work? Do you desire 
photos and lives? How soon?” 


Letter, Mrs. R. L. Henderson (Mrs. James D,), 
president Missouri Presbyterial Union, 703 Market 
Street, Fulton, 1-1-1912; Having been appointed 
historian for the Presbyterial Union she asked: 
How much space to our Union? Whether Union 
alone or its auxiliaries? Do you wish Treasurer's 


‘report? Do you wish list of missions? At what 


date? Typewritten? closing with “Godspeed.” 


Mrs. U. K. Bittinger to Mrs. Nesbitt, Summer. 
ville, Georgia, 1-14-1912; would appoint historian 
at next meeting. Ladies’ Aid had existed since 
about 1894. Letter from Kate C. Roberts, Atlanta, 
Pastor’s Study, North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, gave program committee as follows: Mrs. 
Knox, Miss (Sarbara) Lambdon, Miss Roberts, 
Mrs. Reavis (7). Says in most Georgia Unions his. 
torians had been appointed. Atlanta, Mrs. J. §. 
Thompson; Savannah, Mrs. C. A. Sheldon and Mrs. 
T. G. Stacy both of Brunswick; Mrs. Nesbitt of 
Cherokee mentioned historian appointed but did 
not give her name. Mrs. M. R. Adams, 303 W. 
Broad Street, Statesville, N. C. wife of a physician, 
had been appointed historian (Concord?) had been 
in hospital. 


1-25-1912, Miss S. O. H. Dickson, 102 Cherry 
Street, Winston-Salem, N. C. had been appointed 
historian of Orange; work there dates back to 
1825; had called for definite dates and facts: 
membership and gifts, letter showing system and 
forethought. 


1-29-1912, Miss Mattie L. Paxton, of Stan- 
ford, Ky., wished to know when to forward her 
work, Historian Transylvania. 


Cotton, N. C., 2-9-1912, Mrs. Laughlin Me 
Donald (Emma C.) had been requested to write a 
sketch of Lillian J. Curtis of Hamlet, N. C. (Fay- 
etteville) Lee’s Summit, Missouri, 2-27-1912, Mary 
B. McCain, historian of Lafayette Presbyterial, 
— — was second, if not first, Union ever 
ormed. 


Miss (Jennie) Hanna, 2-29-1912, 3932 McGee 
Street, Kansas City, a lovely letter, had made 
best narrative she could of conference ... “We 
are so thankful to be able to divide the respons 
bility. We are both so. tired.” ... “Mrs. McMillan 
let out the secret of trying to get my picture; 
I laughed but was troubled, too. Why do you care 
for it? I take an awful one with no more ex 
pression than a wooden Indian and I am little 
and dark and plain. I should prefer to leave it to 
your imagination. Seriously, Mrs. Knox, the work 
is important, but I am not.” 


Mrs. Thoman Irby Rogers, Bennettsville, 8. ¢ 
Mrs. M. B. John, president of Pee Dee, had ar 
pointed a committee of which Mrs. Rogers was 
chairman, to gather information of what had been 
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done for missions. They were divided into three 
groups. Mary C. Goodloe, Gainesville, Texas, had 
been appointed historian for her Union. (7?) Ap. 
1912 Miss Annie Belle Townes, 230 W. Whitner 
Street, Anderson, S. C. appointed historian of 
Piedmont. “Farm Hill’, near Marietta, Georgia, 
R.F.D. 6, Rebecca Lanier Nisbett (Mrs. R. F.) 
was historian of her Union and was sending re- 
ports. 


Miss M. L. Paxton, shaky with rheumatism, 
April 27, 1912, sent sketches of Transylvania, 
said, Please do not omit tribute to Mrs. Irvine 
in Danville sketch and Miss Mary Briggs McElroy, 
Lebanon and Mrs. A. D. Moffett, Stanford. 


Batte, Augusta and Athens were claiming oldest 
missionary society. 


Mrs. C. H. Hutton, Georgetown, Texas, sending 
data of Central Texas, May 8, 1912. 


Mrs. (J. V.) Jennie McCall, Gainesville, Texas, 
May 15th, 1912. Mrs. (Chris) Dullnig asked her 
to be historian for conference. She wrote an 
article for church papers in reply to one by Mrs. 
Stewart attacking our conference and was send- 
ing that. 


Mrs. R. P. Smith, sent Asheville history, June 
1912 (report). 


Mrs. C. B. Rowland, Augusta, July 8, 1912, his- 
torian (of Presbyterial or Synodical?) 


*Mrs. Fowler is General Historian of the Wom- 
an’s Work Committee of our Assembly. She is 
also a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Historical Foundation of the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches. Her address is 215 South 
Ashland, Lexington 37, Ky. 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For December 


WORSHIP 
On Entering A Chapel 


Love built this shrine; these hallowed walls uprose 
To give seclusion from the hurrying throng, 


From the tumult of the street, complaint and 
wrong, 


From rivalry and strife, from taunt of foes— 

If foes thou hast. On silent feet come in, 

Bow low in penitence. Who’er thou art 

Thou, too, hast sinned. Uplift in prayer thy heart. 
Thy Father’s blessing waiteth. Read within 

This holy place, in pictured light portrayed, 

The characters of worthies who, from years 

Long past, still speak the message here displayed 
In universal language not to fade. 

Leave then thy burden, all thy cares and fears; 


Faith, hope, and love are thine, for thou hast 
prayed. 


—John Davidson. 


Do you know why we Presbyterians have a pulpit 
in the center of our churches instead of an altar? 

ntil you and I understand the answer to this 
question we may often attend the service of our 
Church but we will not really worship. And what’s 
more we are likely to be led astray by the current 
trend that seeks to take away the pulpit from the 


center of the church and substitute an altar or a 
Picture, 


PS. ur monthly emphasis for December is “Wor- 
ip.” We must study this emphasis in such a way 


that we shall be able to answer our question and 
really worship every Lord’s Day when we enter 
the house of God and take our places in front of 
a pulpit. We shall keep this question before us all 
during the month and let each program answer it 
from a different point of view. 


First Sunday: What Happens 
When We Worship? 


Introduction 


In our Southland today only about one person in 
every ten ever attends the services of our 
churches. I wonder why? Let’s put ourselves in 
the place of those who are not Christians for a 
moment. If you and I did not know God personally 
and simply watched Christian people go to church 
we would get a picture something like this. We 
would see people go into a building and pray to 
the thin air for we could see no person there, and 
they would sit and listen to sermons about a man 
who lived two thousand years ago but whom they 
have never seen nor known. And they would come 
out after it was all over to live a life just like the 
rest of us—finding their amusements and inter- 
ests in the same things as the rest do, anxious 
about the same problems, acting just like others 
in every experience of life, and being concerned 
with making a living just like the rest. It looks as 
if nothing happens while we are there and noth- 
ing happens when we are through. So the practical 
man of the world says there are too many inter- 
esting things to be done these days to waste time 
praying to thin air when it makes no difference in 
the life of the one who does it. And so if we are 
going to keep on attending church and if we are 
going to win others who will come with us we 
must know what happens to us when we really 
worship and see that it begins to happen to us if 
it is not happening now when we attend church. 
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Scripture Lesson 
John 4:19-24 


1. The Place of Worship. 
John 4:19-21. 


The place is incidental. We can worship any- 
where. 


2. The Call to Worship. 
John 4:22-23. 


a) Salvation prepares us for worship. Verse 
33. 


b) Our Father is always seeking us, calling 
us to come and worship. Verse 23. 


3. The Manner of Worship. 
John 4:24. 


God is Spirit; therefore our worship must be 
spiritual. How? 


a) In Spirit - the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
Phil. 3:3. 


b) In truth - the Holy Spirit using the Word 
of God. John 17:17. 


Here we have the answer to our question. The 
place of worship is incidental, wherever the Spirit 
of God is present there we can worship. But since 
God is Spirit we can not worship Him with our 
hands and material things (Acts 17:25), but our 
worship must be spiritual. But we know nothing 
of the Spiritual, how can we? When we receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour we are saved 
and the Father seeks us to worship Him by plant- 
ing the desire in our hearts. And God makes Him- 
self real by giving us His Word in the Bible and 
by sending His Holy Spirit to make that Word 
real. So we can only worship God in Spirit and in 
truth as the Spirit uses the Word to make God 
real. Pictures and robes and altars do not help, 
they only hinder. So at the center of our churches 
we have a pulpit with a Bible on it. When the ser- 
vice begins the minister opens the Bible. When he 
does we know that God is speaking to us and that 
the Spirit in our hearts will make Him real to us. 
That is real worship. The place is incidental. The 
Spirit using the Word is essential. 


Suggested Line Of Thought 


If we really worship by means of the Holy Spirit 
using the Word of God what happens to us, what 
— inside us that can’t happen in any other 
way 


1. We gain a proper perspective 
of life and our world. 


a. We understand ourselves—that we must 
feed our souls as well as our bodies, that by 
nature we are slaves to sin but that by the 
power of God we can live a triumphant life. 


b. We enter a fellowship with God Himself. 
We find that we can walk with God as we 
yield to Him. 


c. We enter into a blessed fellowship with 


other Christians in that community of love 
that makes life worth living. 


d. We get a proper view of our world. We 
realize that we are not the first people on 
the scene, nor will we be the last. We realize 
that God has been working through the 
will use us in this day, and will continue to 
work until He finishes His world. 


. We gain a genuine desire 
to live spiritually. 


God has told us many things that we must 
not do if we are to live happily, but those 
are the very things we want to do. God has 
told us many things that we must do to live 
happily but those are things we don’t like. 
When we worship God moves on our hearts 
and leads us to desire to achieve His high 
and holy purposes for us. 


. We receive the power to 
live triumphantly. 


When God saves us He not only forgives us 
the penalty of our past sins, but He also 
gives us the power to conquer sin in the fu- 
ture. As we worship in fellowship with Him 
by means of His Word we gain the power to 
overcome. 


. We develop a concern for the 
things that concern God. 


As we worship we not only come to love God 
in Christ, but we also come to love those for 
whom Christ died and we earnestly desire to 
right all the wrongs that are being done to 
people everywhere whom Christ loves. 


Suggested Program Outline 


Hymn: “O Worship The King All Glorious Above.” 

Introduction to Monthly Emphasis, by the Leader. 
(Introduction above.) 

= Scripture Lesson, with Comment. John 4:19- 
4 


Prayer. 

Talks: General Theme, ‘What Happens When We 
Worship?” Use Nos. 1-2-3-4 above. 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee.” 

Closing Prayer. 


Second Sunday: What Materials Can 
Help Us In Our Worship. 


Introduction 


Different churches use different materials to help 
them in their worship. The Roman Catholic 
Church has an altar, colorfully robed priests, 
images, and a complex service delivered in Latin. 
The Episcopalians have an altar, a priest robed in 
a dignified way, and a service followed in the 
prayer book. And so the Lutherans. Other 
churches, it seems, have no set order at all and 
use nothing at all, letting their service become 
rare more than a preaching service. Just what 8 
est? 


Between these two extremes there is a manne? 
of worship that is both scriptural and sensible. We 
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have seen that true worship revolves around the 
Word of God and our response to that Word of 
God as the Spirit of God moves on our hearts. We 
should use any materials in our worship that help 
keep the Word of God in the important and cen- 
tral place, any materials that make us conscious 
of the working of the Spirit of God, and any ma- 
terials that clearly and truly express the response 
of our hearts to the moving of the Spirit. 


For our program this evening let us read a few 
Bible passages and point out the lessons in them 
concerning the materials of worship. Let one per- 
son read each passage and point out the significant 
points. 


Bible Passages Of Worship 


Psalm 100: In this psalm of praise the writer re- 
minds us of the attitude that we should have as 
we come to worship. We should come joyfully 
with singing, we should have the assurance that 
God is the living and true God who will meet 
us, we should be praising and thanking Him for 
His goodness, and we should realize that in the 
midst of a changing world of shifting circum- 
stances that His word and truth do not change, 
but endure forever. This kind of attitude makes 
us ready for real worship. 


Psalm 51: This psalm is David’s great confession 
of sin. It is a prayer to God. When we come 
with the proper attitude we take our place and 
lift our hearts to God in prayer, but if God is 
going to be able to really reveal Himself to us 
our prayer must be well rounded and in har- 
mony with His will. Note the parts of David’s 
prayer. We should have the same parts in ours. 


1. Conviction of his own sinfulness. Verses 

2. Confession of His guilt. Verses 5-8. 

3. Petition for spiritua] benefits. Verses 9-12. 

4. Dedication to the Lord’s service. Verses 13- 
17. 


Psalm 150: This psalm of praise reminds us that 
when we worship our hearts respond to God, 
and in our worship we should use the best pos- 
sible responses. One of the ways in which our 
hearts respond is by music. We should always 
use the best music and the best hymns to ex- 
press our response to God. 


Acts 17:22-31 and I. Corinthians 1:18-25: God is 
not worshipped by the work of men’s hands. He 
has ordained a means that seems rather foolish, 
but in His wisdom He has given to the Church 
teaching pastors who proclaim the Word of 
God, and as the people hear faith is born in 
their hearts and they are equipped to serve God. 
(Rom. 10:17 and Ephesians 4:7-15.) 


Psalm 96:8: The psalmist says: “Bring an offer- 
ing and come into His courts.” We give our 
life—its energy and skills—to earn money, and 
by means of money we can give a part of our 
ife to do God’s work in some place where we 
can not go. Never think of the offering as 
merely something that is necessary to pay the 


Preacher. The bringing of our offering is a part 
of our worship. 


Here then are the materials of worship—our right 
attitude, our prayers, the Bible, the hymns of the 
church, the sermon, and the offering. These are to 
be arranged in such a way that we truly worship 
God as we use them. 


Third Sunday: Understanding Our 
Morning Service Of Worship. 


Many of us seem to think that the first thirty min- 
utes of the Sunday morning service in our 
churches is just an introduction to the sermon 
and an opportunity to take an offering. As a mat- 
ter of fact that hour on Sunday morning is dedi- 
cated to getting one theme of God’s truth into the 
hearts and lives of those who worship and every- 
thing that is said and done in that hour is de- 
signed to help get that theme over in a satisfying 
and practical way. 


Last week we saw that the elements or mate- 
rials to be used in worship are praise, prayer, the 
Bible, the offering, the hymns, and the sermon. 
These are to be used with the right spiritual atti- 
tude and are to be arranged in an order that best 
suits the way our personalities respond to God. 
Let us look at an Old Testament experience of 
worship and see the steps through which it moved, 
and by them we shall see the general order we 
must follow in arranging these elements in our 
services of worship. 


Scripture Lesson 
Isaiah 6 


In the year that the great King Uzziah died young 
Isaiah went into the temple of the Lord. He was 
discouraged for his country because he felt that 
all was lost now that the great Uzziah had sinned 
against God and had died of a terrible disease. 
But while in the temple all the materials of the 
temple became alive with meaning and Isaiah saw 
the eternal God and His life was changed. That is 
what should happen to us every time we go to 
church—we should see God and our lives should 
be changed. How did it happen to Isaiah? 


1. He became conscious of the presence of God. 
Verses 1-4. 


a. His majesty. Verse 1. 
b. His holiness. Verses 2-3. 
ce. His power. Verse 4. 


2. He became conscious of his own sinfulness. 
Verses 5-7. 


a. He was convicted of his sin. Verse 5. 
b. He cried out to God and was cleansed. 
Verses 6-7. 


c. He was challenged by God to do a work. 
Verse 8a. 


3. He dedicated himself to do the will of God. 
Verse 8b. 


4. He was instructed concerning the work he was 
to do. Verses 9-11. 


Comparison With Order Of 
Church Service 


Every time you and J] come to church we ought to 
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pass through somewhat the same experience as 
Isaiah did. Let’s look at the arrangement of the 
morning service in our Church and see how we 
may. Services in our different churches vary a 
little, but in the main they follow in the same 
beaten pathway so the comparison will be true 
even though perhaps not exactly as it would apply 
in your Church. 


1. We have seen that in the first place we must 
come in the proper attitude. As we come to church 
the service begins with the Organ Prelude. If we 
sit prayerfully and quietly during the prelude we 
shall be in the proper attitude for worship. 


2. Isaiah first became conscious of the presence 
of God. Following the prelude we next have the 
Call to Worship. This call is a group of Scripture 
passages that remind us of the Person of God and 
that God Himself calls us to worship. When God 
has called us to worship and has made us con- 
scious of His presence we respond by praising 
Him; therefore the call to worship is followed by 
the Doxology. Then as we praise God we ask Him 
to do for us that which we need and which He 
wishes to do, so the doxology is followed by the 
prayer of Invocation. When we draw near to God 
He draws near to us. When we pray to God He 
hears and answers our prayers. So when we have 
become conscious of His presence and have been 
assured that He will hear and answer we sing our 
praises to Him. Thus we usually follow the invo- 
cation with a Hymn of Praise. The Call to Wor- 
ship, Doxology, Invocation and Hymn of Praise 
all help us become conscious of the presence of 
God—what He is and what He can mean to us. 


8. Isaiah then did what every one does who be- 
comes conscious of the holiness of God, he became 
convicted of His sin and prayed to God. The next 
element in the order of worship is the Scripture 
Reading. By the Scripture we come to know what 
God is, what we are, what we should do, and 
wherein we have failed. By the Scripture we not 
only become conscious of our sins and failures, 
but we are told how God can forgive us for 
Christ’s sake. So next we unite in the Morning 
Prayer. In that prayer we adore our God, confess 
our sins, claim the cleansing flow of Calvary, ask 
Him for the desires of our hearts, and yield our- 
selves to Him to do His will. 


4. Isaiah next dedicated himself to do the will 
of God when God challenged him. In the prayer 
we rest assured that God has forgiven us and 
cleansed and so we are ready to do the will of 
God. Following the prayer we sing a Hymn of 
Dedication in which we renew our love and devo- 
tion to God and His task for us. But if our dedi- 
cation is real we must make it practical. So next 
we receive the Offering. By means of the offering 
we offer a part of our very life to the Lord for 
the spread of the gospel and the realization of 
His Kingdom to the ends of the earth. 


5. Finally Isaiah was instructed concerning the 
work He was to do. And so we have a Hymn of 
Prayer, in which we seek to set our minds on the 
theme of the hour, or prepare our hearts for the 
working of the Spirit during the sermon. Then 
follows the Sermon in which we are instructed in 
the things that God wants us to be and do. We 


respond with a Hymn of Consecration, and leaye 
the sanctuary with the Benediction, which give; 
us a final vision of the purpose and power of God 
and reminds us that we shall not carry out oy 
tasks in our own strength but in the power of the 
living God. 


Take this comparison and run through it in 
your young people’s group, then on next Sunday 
morning remember it and see if it does not help 
you to worship by keeping each step in mind as 
you move through the hour. 


Fourth Sunday: Things That 
Kill Worship. 


" The rector of the Church that President Roosevelt 


belongs to answered his phone one Saturday night 
and a voice said: ‘‘Will the President be at church 
tomorrow morning?” And the rector replied: “] 
don’t know, but God will be there and I think that 
will be sufficient incentive to assure us of a good 
crowd.” But the reason that so many folks do not 
attend church is that they are not sure that they 
will meet God there and they are afraid that they 
will not hear the Word of God but simply catch 
an echo from the world. What’s the trouble? 


The trouble is that it takes more than mere go- 
ing to church to worship. There are some troubles 
deep down that make it impossible for one to 
truly worship and there are some troubles on the 
surface of things that hinder worship. For our 
program tonight let us mention these root troubles 
and these surface troubles one by one and discuss 
them as they relate to our Church. 


1. Root troubles that make 
worship impossible. 


a. No new life from above. Romans 5:1-2. 
When we have been born again by faith in 
Christ we have access to God. Unless we 
have thus been born we are dead in tres 
passes and sins. Dead men can’t worship the 
living God er do anything for Him at all. 


b. Sin harbored in the heart. Psalm 66:16- 
20. The blood of Christ is sufficient to 
cleanse us from all sin that we confess to 
God and that we are willing to forsake by 
the power of Christ. But if we want our sin 
more than we want fellowship with God we 
shall have sin and its consequences and miss 
God and His blessings. 


c. Unyielded will. James 1:22. God does not 
reveal His mind and will to us that we may 
take it or leave it. We must be willing to 
obey completely what He says. If He tells us 
what to do and we refuse we can not truly 
= until our stubborn wills yield to His 
will. 


2. Practical troubles that make 
worship difficult. 


a. Conversation and unnecessary noise in a& 
sembling and during the service. 

b. Indifferent in responding to the leader 
and in taking part in the music 
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readings. 

. Wandering thoughts and laziness. 

. Grudges and ill feeling against other 
members so that there is no real fellow- 
ship. 

. Wrong kind of music and hymns. 

. Failure to realize that we have come to 
join in worship and not merely to sit 
back and listen. 

. Improper preparation and frivolous man- 
ner on part of the leader. 

. Desire to be the whole show in the music 
and talks rather than to lead others 
into a united experience. 

i. The habit of not expecting anything to 
happen in this service because nothing 
happened in the last service you at- 
tended. 


These points hinder worship in many churches and 
young people’s groups. Take them up one by one 
and discuss them. 


Fifth Sunday: When We 
Worship We Witness. 


We Christians who belong to the Church of the 
living God have been called into a fellowship of 
witnesses. Our Lord told the disciples that when 
the Holy Spirit came upon them they were to be 
His witnesses to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8). 
Today you and I are Christians because the be- 
lievers of each generation since Christ’s day have 
been faithful in passing on to us the message of 
salvation, and today the Gospel has been com- 
mitted to us. How shall we witness? 


There are many ways that we can witness, but 
one of the ways that we all not only can witness 
but are commanded to use in witnessing is our 
faithful attendance upon services of worship in 
the church. When we go to church to worship we 
witness. To whom do we witness? 


1. When we go to church we 
witness to God. 


By our coming to church we witness to God 
that we love Him who first loved us, that we 
want to serve Him who so faithfully serves 
us in providing for our need of life, strength, 
and health. 


2. When we go to church we 
witness to one another. 


The world about us is not Christian and 
every day we see people all about us who 
don’t live as Christians yet who seem to get 
ahead in life and have all the fun. It is nat- 
ural for us to pull in our standards and drift 
with the crowd. But when we go to church 
we see the people who are ready to stand 
true for Christ, we see those who are ready 
to pull against the current of popular living, 
and by that fellowship we witness that we 
are one of them and we stimulate and en- 


courage one another to stand true come what 
may. 


3. When we go to church we 
witness to ourselves. 


When we have been born again by faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ God’s Holy Spirit 
moves on hearts and we know that we are 
children of God, our hearts ery out, “Abba, 


Father.” We want to be in fellowship with 
our heavenly Father and with other mem- 
bers of His family. When we go the Spirit 
touches our hearts and inspires us to great 
living. When we go to church the work of 
the Spirit in our hearts and lives bears wit- 
ness to us ourselves that we are children of 
God, not those who just drift with the world. 


4. When we go to church we 
witness to the world. 


By our going to the church to worship we 
declare to the world that Jesus Christ is liv- 
ing today, that He saves, He keeps, He sat- 
isfies. And if we really worship there when 
we leave our lives are changed and trans- 
formed so that they make a difference in the 
community, they begin to right all the evils 
present in our way of life. This practical 
fruit is the acid test of whether we truly 
worship or not. 


Use Hebrews 10:19-25 as a Scripture Lesson. Let 
the leader use the introduction to this program 
and one make a talk on each of the four points. 
Then have some sort of a discussion on what peo- 
ple on the outside think of the reality of worship 
when they judge worship by the lives of those of 
us who attend church. 


What Makes You Worship? 


Some time during the month it might be a good 
thing to examine yourselves very carefully and 
see just what motives move you to worship. Psy- 
chologists and students of the religions of the 
world tell us that the following things, in ascend- 
ing order of importance, lead us to worship: Fear, 
awe, selfish desire, duty, service, and gratitude. 
Notice that if we have a well rounded Christian 
motive for worshipping— 


1. Fear ae sincere reverence for the living 
God. 

. Awe becomes surrender to a power that works 
for good. 

. Selfish desire becomes delight to do the will of 
God. 

. Duty becomes joyous privilege. 

. — becomes the expression of an inner 
ife. 

. Gratitude has definite meaning for we realize 
that all that we have and are is because of 
the grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

<0 22> ~e _____-- 


Treatment Of Sunday 


School Lesson 


The Sunday School Lesson treatment for De- 
cember will be found in this issue. This is a new 
feature in the Journal and is being written by 
Rev. J. Kenton Parker. It is probable that a num- 
ber of Bible Classes will want to subscribe for a 
number of copies in order to have this special 
feature for use in their classes. Many Young Peo- 
ple’s Organizations have sent in subscriptions for 
a number of copies to use with the Young Peo- 
ple’s Program material. For these and others who 
may be interested we are making a special rate 
of ten copies mailed to one address for one year 
at $7.50 for the ten copies. We will send five 
copies to one address for $3.75 for the year. Per- 
hapse you would like to give five copies or even 
ten copies to your Bible Class or Young People’s 
Group for one year. 
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Sabbath School Lessons For Decembil 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Worldwide Christian Fellowship 


Lesson for Dec. 3, 1944: John 17:18-23; I. Cor. 
1:1-3; 12:4-14; II. Cor. 8:1-9. 


Our subject is very narrow and very broad. It 
is narrowed by the adjective “Christian”; it is 
broadened by being “world-wide.” 


It is in no sense a fellowship of unregenerate 
humanity. Real fellowship, to say nothing of 
Christian fellowship, is utterly impossible in a 
world of sinful men. Sin is the great disintegrat- 
ing force in the world. It is like frost; it tears 
apart. It has torn humanity asunder into classes 
and races and nationalities, with hatred, jealousy, 
selfishness, greed, and a thousand @ther sins to 
keep them apart. To dream of a “Brotherhood of 
men” until men’s hearts and characters and lives 
are changed is to dream an idle dream. Something 
has to happen to men before there can be fellow- 
ship, much less Christian fellowship. That some- 
thing is the new birth by the Spirit of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 


Our subject is even narrower. Belief in one 
God does not necessarily mean Christian fellow- 
ship. It is better to believe in one God than in 
many gods, but belief in one God does not, of 
course, make men Christian. Mohammedans, un- 
converted Jews, and Christians may have some 
sort of fellowship, but not Christian fellowship. 
We would like to win these people for Christ, but 
we cannot have Christian fellowship with them 
until they become Christian. 


Our subject becomes yet narrower. There can 
be no real fellowship between Christians and peo- 
ple of the world. We love unsaved sinners and we 
work and pray and long for their salvation, but 
there can be no real fellowship. The command 
here is to “come out and be separate,” “for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness?” (See II. Cor. 6:14-18). No one loved sin- 
ners more than Jesus, but when He sought fellow- 
ship it was with His Father and with His disciples. 


Our subject is broadened by being “world- 
wide.”’ It knows no race or color or class or na- 
tionality, but “in every place” and to all the world 
it goes to gather in from every nation those who 
by faith become members of the household of 
faith. Its invitation is to “all” and “everyone” and 
“whosoever.” 


May we study some of the marks of such world- 
wide Christian fellowship as we see them in the 
Scripture before us: 


I. In the first passage (John 17:18-23) we see 
that this fellowship is based upon union with 
Christ in God. “That they may be one as we are.” 
This is a part of His great intercessory and high 
priestly prayer. He prays that His disciples may 
be “in the world, but not of the world,” and that 
this separated, sanctified people may be one. His 
prayer reaches far deeper than some external or- 
ganization. It touches heart and soul and life. It 
is unity of nature, for we are made partakers of 
that divine nature; it is unity of glory, for we 


share His glory; a unity of perfection, as we are 
sanctified through the truth. 


The purpose of this vital, deep-seated union jg 
that the world may believe and that the world 
may know. Here is powerful testimony for Christ, 


II. In the second passage I Cor. 1:1-3 we gee 
that it is the fellowship of the Church of God 
the whole Body of Christ, whether located in 
some special spot or scattered “in every place,” 
The marks of this church are that its members 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
owning and acknowledging Christ as Lord. This 
Holy -band has the blessing of God resting upon 
them; grace for every need, mercy for all their 
sins, peace for all their sorrows. 


III. In the third reference I Cor. 12:4-14 we 
see that in this unity there is diversity. One Spirit 
works in every heart, regenerating, cleansing, 
endowing, guiding and controlling, but that Spirit 
operates in a variety of ways. Not all the members 
of the body have the same gifts, but to one is 
given one, and to another, another. It is like the 
unity and diversity we see in Nature where life 
manifests itself in thousands of forms and colors 
and degrees of power and influence. Or the same 
thing in the human body. 


IV. In our reading from II Cor. 8:1-9 we find 
that it is a fellowship of sharing with each other 
both in material and especially spiritual gifts. 
How this thought ought to permeate the whole 
life of the church today when many of those 
who constitute the body of Christ need our help 
in every way! 


This sort of world-wide fellowship is a clear 
and powerful testimony to the world of the value 
and supernatural character of Christianity. The 
world has nothing like it, and in the very nature 
of the world, can never have anything like it. The 
only bond that can unite a bleeding, suffering, 
dying world, is Christian love, and this is only 
found where the Spirit of Christ has taken hold 
upon sin-cursed and sin enslayed humanity and set 
them free. To see “how these Christians love 
each other” is a constant rebuke to the spirit 
of hatred in the world. 


Even in a war-torn world where all the worst 
passions of men are turned loose, Christians in 
China and Japan pray for each other and greet 
each other as “brothers in Christ.” 


This fellowship is also an inspiration and com- 
fort to us as Christians. It breaks down all minor 
differences and keeps our hearts warm. Sometime 
ago it was our privilege to worship in a church 
whose manner of conducting worship was very 
different from our own. At first there seemed 
some discord, but the presence of the one Spirit 
and the preaching of the one Gospel soon brought 
a sense of real Christian fellowship. 


Here is the “Communion of saints” in which 
we all believe. Here is vital union and true fellow- 
ship. Not some great world-wide man-made organl- 
zation with inner jealousies and divisions, but ® 
living organism made possible by changed hearts, 
and surcharged with Christian love. In such 8 
“Body” we can live together in peace and 
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ony, work together for the glory of God, and 
7 - gifts as He bestows and directs. Such 
a union and such a fellowship is not broken or 
even disturbed by racial and class barriers, names 
and denominations or differences in church polity. 
We are one in Christ, born of one Spirit, forming 
one body of believers who acknowledge Him as 
our Divine Lord and Master. I believe this is what 
is meant by “World-wide Christian Fellowship.” 
When such a fellowship comes, I feel that a 
great revival will come. It would startle and chal- 
lenge and win the hearts of many in this cold, 
distracted world. It had this effect in the early 
days of Christianity; it would have the same 
effect today. It will take supernatural power and 
supernatural love. May the Spirit fill the Church 
with such power and love! 


Christ In The Home 


Lesson for Dec. 10, 1944: Read: Gen. 1:27-28; 
2:18; Matt. 19:4-6; Luke 10:38-42; Eph. 6:1-4; 
Il. Tim. 1:3-6. 

A perfect home in Eden and a perfect home in 
Heaven, and all the other homes in between 
marred by sin. Such is the Bible record. Even in 
the home at Bethlehem the only person untouched 
by sin was the holy Babe in the manger. This 
record corresponds with history and human ex- 
perience. 

God made man perfect and gave him a perfect 
home and blessed and sanctified the marriage tie, 
but, “sin came into the world” and the trail of 
the serpent is nowhere more crooked and slimy 
and disastrous than in the homes of this world. 

An ungodly home is not much like Heaven. 
There is no peace or happiness. We find many 
such homes today; some broken by divorce, others 
hanging together, but without the tie that makes 
life sweet and strong and pure. How our hearts 
ache—we pastors—when we are called into such 
homes by death or tragedy or sorrow! 

Christ sanctified the home for all time by His 

incarnation. Here is indeed the wonder of the 
world—that the eternal Son of God became man, 
and came as a babe into this world. It is no marvel 
that the sweetest music of the world is centered 
around Bethlehem and the manger. Homes and 
— have become far more sacred since that 
ime. 
_ He also blessed many a home during His min- 
istry. He entered many a home to heal and to 
teach, to comfort and to save. The homes of 
Peter and Jairus, of Mary and Martha and 
azarus, of Matthew and Zaccheus were samples 
of His loving touch upon the home. 

It has been that way ever since. When Christ 
comes in, sins are forgiven and peace, joy, and 
salvation are found. 

Marriage is sacred. It has the stamp of God’s 
approval and blessing. The curse of America is 
the light and profane way in which most of our 
People seem to look upon it. Our home life is 
lighted in its beginning. How can our homes 
and our children be blessed of God when we re- 
use to acknowledge Him and worship and praise 
and obey his commands in this the most funda- 
mental of all our institutions? 

he home should be a place where we, like 
ary, can choose that better part which shall 
never be taken away from us. When we sit at 
Jesus feet and learn of Him, we have a real 
family altar. These places of rest and soul refresh- 


ment will relieve the nervous tension of modern 
homes and prevent harsh words falling from our 
lips and keep us from being too anxious and 
troubled about many things while the chief and 
best thing is neglected. 


The home should be a place where we, like 
Timothy, are taught the Word of God. When 
mothers and grandmothers instill their faith into 
the hearts and minds of the children there will go 
forth from these homes a steady stream of bless- 
ing to the world. Many a preacher, many a Chris- 
tian statesman, many a Godly father and mother 
have been trained in such homes. Many of us 
rise up to call our fathers and mothers “blessed” 
because we were so trained that from a child 
we have known the Holy Scriptures which were 
able to make us wise unto salvation. 

The home should be a place where love rules. 
If we start our reading from Ephesians in the 
fifth chapter we will see this even more clearly. 
A love of the husband for the wife, like the holy 
love of Christ for His bride, the church; love of 
the wife for the husband, a submissive, honoring 
love which preserves the God-established order in 
the home; love of children for their parents which 
makes obedienee natural and easy; love of fathers 
for their children which enables us to be patient 
and train our children aright; love which beauti- 
fies the relation of servant and master. 

There is very general agreement, among those 
who think and care, that the greatest problem 
confronting the American people is the problem 
of the home, and, originating in the home, the 
problem of juvenile delinquency. A very interest- 
ing program came over the radio recently. The 
terrible evils of our land, social, racial, and 
home, were most realistically and graphically por- 
trayed. The disappointing part of the program 
was the reason given for these conditions, and 
the remedy proposed. The reason given was 
“fear”, and remedy, “team-work.” Why not take 
God’s reason and God’s remedy? sin—the word 
most people seem afraid to use—is the reason. 
Sin lies back of fear, and fear can never be re- 
moved until sin is removed. The remedy is found 
in our lesson today—Christ in the home. He alone 
can cast out sin and fear from the home, heart, 
and nation. 

When the Word of God and the family altar 
are restored to American homes, then our Lord 
will honor them by his presence, and the home 
will become a center of purity, peace and power. 

Be it ever so humble, there is no place like 
home. Certainly this is true, if Christ is there, for 
then it will be a minature of Heaven. 

Will you open the door and let Him in today? 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock if any man 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in 
to him and sup with him and he with me.” I am 
sure this is true, not only of the heart and the 
church, but of the home. 


Christian Living At Its Best 


Lesson for Dec. 17, 1944: Galatians 5:22—6:10. 

Christian living at its best is seen only in Christ. 
“In Him is no sin”—“He went about doing good.” 
Here are the two sides of His perfect life; “No 
sin” and “Doing good.” 

Christian living at its best is seen in us when 
we live in Him and He lives in us. The life I now 
live, says Paul, the great example of Christian 
living, I live by the faith of the Son of God whg 





Page 24 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Nov. 1944 





loved me and gave himself for me. Christ liveth in 
me. For me to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
It was life through, and for, and with, and in 
Christ. If any man be in Christ he is a new 
creature, or creation. This new creation is the 
work of the Spirit. “If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 


This new life shows itself in many ways. We 
see some of the results, or marks of this life in 
the Spirit in the passage we study today. 

I. Christian living at its best is marked by 
fruitfulness. 


Christ, in the fifteenth chapter of John, speaks 
of abiding in Him and bringing forth fruit—more 
fruit, much fruit, fruit that abides. Paul takes up 
this thought in Galatians. Sometimes when we are 
sick, or at special seasons of the year, our 
friends present us with beautiful baskets of 
luscious fruit. I remember one such basket which 
came to our home. It was so good to look at that 
we hated to spoil its beauty by handling and eat- 
ing. But the taste was even better than the out- 
ward appearance. 

I am sure that Paul wants us to do more than 
look at these verses. He wants us to “taste and 
see” how good they are—make them ours by eat- 
ing them. The starting point, the foundation grace, 
is love. When Christian love possesses our heart 
joy, peace, long-sufferings, kindness,, faithfulness, 
meekness, self-control, will accompany it. We 
read this beautiful list of graces and marvel at 
their beauty, but are we putting them into prac- 
tice daily in our lives? A life bearing such fruit 
needs no law for the law of love has fulfilled 
the whole law of God. 

II. Christian living at its bept will mean 
crucifying the flesh—the old sinful nature, full of 
vainglory, strife, and envy. 

In a garden or orchard there is always some- 
thing to kill—weeds, thorns, insects, diseases. So 
in our hearts there is something to put to death, 
“put off”, crucify. How often we have seen orch- 
ards and gardens and fields ruined by these 
enemies of a fruitful harvest! How often, too, 
have we seen Christians who ought to be bearing 
‘fruit, with hearts and minds and lives choked with 
sins and weakened by spiritual diseases! Just turn 
back and study again our Savior’s great parable 
of the Sower, or the Soils. 

III. Christian living at its best will mean think- 
ing much of others. 

Those “others” who have sinned. Not think of 
them to judge or criticize, or condemn, but think 
how we can restore them to their place of useful- 
ness and joy in the church. What a glorious piece 
of work is this! “The last buggy ride my grand- 
father made was to ride back and forth between 
two neighbor’s houses until he persuaded these 
men to be friends again,” said a man to me the 
other day. If we Christians would restore more 
of those who have fallen by the wayside, it would 
mean great blessings to the church. But we will 
have to do this blessed work in the spirit of meek- 
ness. We might be the next one to fall! 

Those “others”? who have burdens to bear, and 
who does not have a burden today? Christ was 
the great burden-bearer. He bore the load of sin 
for a whole world. We can point those others 
who have a load of sin to Him who has taken 
our sin away. We can tell those in sorrow where 
we found comfort and peace. We can keep our 
hearts tender in loving sympathy for those whose 
eyes are wet with tears, We can weep with those 


that weep. 


Those “others” who need our help. The beg 
loved pilgrim in Pilgrim’s Progress was Great. 
heart, who was always helping his fellow travellers, 
Be a Greatheart in the church today. There never 
was greater need. 

IV. Christian living at its best is a great ad. 
venture in sowing seed. 

God has a spiritual law which is as unchange. 
able as the law of gravity. It is the law of sowing 
and reaping. Every farmer knows how that law 
works in Nature. It works also in things of the 
Spirit. 

The world is full of people who are sowing 
bad seed. We have been sowing to the flesh, and 
we are reaping corruption—our whole social struc. 
ture is rotten. What a harvest the world is reap. 
ing from the philosophy of the flesh which has 
been taught throughout the nations. That harvest 
can only be checked and changed by a re-birth 
of individual men and women. Thank God that the 


grace of God in Christ Jesus can bring about that 
change. 


The Christian can help to counteract this kind 
of seed sowing by sowing to the Spirit both in 
his own soul and in the souls of others. We can 
prepare for a rich harvest in our own lives. There 
is no limit to the growth and development of a 
soul. Then we can lay up some treasure in Heaven 
by sowing good seed in the hearts and lives of 
our fellow men. Who can tell what the harvest 
will be when we sow such seed in a child’s heart? 


It takes patience and steadfastness to keep on 
sowing—to keep on living at our best, but we 
shall reap if we faint not. “He that goeth forth 
and weepeth bearing precious seed (ie. ‘seed for 
sowing’) will doubtless come again with rejoicing 
bringing his sheaves with him.” 


What a glorious life is Christian life at its 
best! By living at our best we glorify God for we 
are His workmanship, and the better we are the 
more we proclaim His glory. By living at our best 
we “adorn the doctrine of God our _ Savior” 
making beautiful and attractive His teaching, 
and witness to His power to change our lives. 

Perhaps the world is waiting for this testimony, 
before our prayed-for Revival comes. Our Master 
needs us at our best. 


The Ground Of Universal Joy 


Lesson for Dec. 24, 1944: Luke 2:8-12; Heb. 
1:1-4; I. John 1:1-4. 

The ground of universal joy is found in Christ 
—who He is; what He has done; and where we 
place Him in heart and life. Christ in the. heart 
and on the throne; Christ in the cradle at Bethle- 
hem, on the cross of Calvary, on the throne i 
Heaven. When we as individual men and women 
receive Him into our hearts and lives our joy ¥ 
be full, and when the world receives its King 
then the world will also rejoice. 

Let us see how these ideas permeate our lesson. 

Luke 2:8-12 . 

First, who is this whose coming is described 85 
“good tidings of great joy’? He is a Saviour, 
Christ, the Lord. He is the eternal Son of God, 
the Word of life. He is the heir, the One by 
whom God has created all things, the brightness 
of his glory and the express image of his person, 
who upholds all things by the word of his powét. 
Could stronger statements be used to show the 
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Deity of Christ and His equality with the Father 
in substance, power and glory? This is not the 
visit of an ordinary or extraordinary man, but 
the coming of the Son of God. When a President 
or King or even governor comes to one of our 
cities, we celebrate his coming. Is it strange that 
the angelic choir was sent to sing at his birth? 

Let us now notice what He did. He became 
man, one of us, and He came by way of a manger. 
Is it any wonder that poets and artists and musi- 
cians have used pen and brush and voice and or- 
chestra to try and make that picture clear to a 
wondering world? Here is a most marvellous 
exhibition of God’s concern for a lost world and 
His love for sinful men. 


Heb. 1:1-4 

But he did far more than just become a man. 
He purged our sins, and this purging of sin meant 
Calvary and all its attendant suffering. ‘In 
creation God spake; in redemption God suffered.” 
Here is a far greater work than creation. His 
whole priestly work is involved in the expression,” 
“when he had by himself purged our sins.” Our 
catechism says that “Christ executeth the office 
of a priest in once offering up of himself a sacri- 
fice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to 
God, and in making continual intercession for 
us.” It took just that to purge our sins. 

At first sight there seems to be no “joy” in this 
scene, but there was joy even for Him, and 
marvellous joy for us who have felt our trans- 
gression forgiven and our sins covered by His 
blood. It was the “joy that was set before him,” 
that made him endure the cross despising the 
shame. Both the Redeemer and the redeemed 
are filled with holy joy. Why do we have so many 
beautiful hymns which center around the cross? 
Is it not because we realize that when we stand 
beneath the cross and behold its wonder we feel 
that we are close to the heart of God? The rich 
and free and full redemption is too wonderful for 
our words to express. ‘“‘Who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree.” 

Sin brought all the sorrow upon the world. That 
curse must be removed before happiness could 
come back. So the cross becomes a foundation for 
Joy. 

The Christ who died rose from the dead. The 
empty tomb was made a happy place when the 
angel announced, “He is not here.” He ascended 
and sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. If His humiliation brought joy, how much 
more His exaltation! The sacrifice has been ac- 
cepted and this part of His priestly work is done. 
He continues His intercession for us, but he is 
the glorious Conqueror now, death has been con- 
quered, and from His place at the right hand of 
God He is coming back as Judge and King. His 
name is exalted above the names of all men and 
angels. Every knee shall bow to Him and every 
— confess Him to the glory of God the 

er. 
_ If the cross with its suffering and shame brought 
joy, then the crowning of our Saviour will bring 
far greater joy. No day in all history will equal 
the day when we shall bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
I. Jno. 1:1-4. 

The ground of universal joy is Christ—the per- 
son of Christ, the work of Christ, the exaltation 
of Christ. He who is very God came to speak for 

od as our great Prophet, to suffer and die for 
our sins, to be exalted to the place of authority as 


Judge and King. When we accept Him as he is 
offered to us in the Gospel—the good tidings of 
great joy—then peace and joy fill our hearts. 
Then eternal life, which means eternal joy is ours, 
for we shall enjoy him forever. 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, is open 
before us! Fellowship with the Father and with 
His Son Jesus Christ. There was blessed fellow- 
ship in Eden, but the Fall broke that fellowship. 
In Christ it is restored. Reconciliation is complete, 
and our joy may be full. 

Will there come a time of universal joy? How 
men long for the world to be happy. That time 
shall come, when Jesus shall reign where’er the 
sun does his successive journeys run, His king- 
dom stretch from shore to shore, for “unto you” 
is born a Saviour, “unto us a child is born,” and 
the government shall be upon his shoulders and 
His name shall be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. 

May we have the “joy, joy, joy, joy down in 
our heart” that comes from a personal acceptance 
of the Saviour born for us, dying for us, and made 
King by us. 

May we pray, “Thy Kingdom come” and do all 
we can to hasten that coming. May we look for 
and long for the glorious day when He will come 
in his glory and the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels. May we be ready for the joy of our 
Lord and enter into that joy. “Even so Lord Jesus, 
¢ome quickly”! 


The Basis Of Courage For The Future 


Lesson for Dec. 31, 1944: Matt. 16:13-20; II. 
Peter 3:14-18; I. John 3:1-3. 

Is there a solid basis for courage as we face 
the future—a future which seems so unknown 
and uncertain? People are telling us not to be 
downhearted, discouraged, pessimistic in our atti- 
tude toward what we call “the post-war world.” 
But most of these men give us no firm foundation 
upon which to stand. Is there hope for the world? 
Is there hope for us as individuals? Hope—a hope 
that is anchored upon something sure and stead- 
fast—must be behind our courage. 

Where can we find the basis for courage and 
optimism? If we are seeking it in frail, sinful 
men and in man’s plans, no matter how carefully 
and wisely made, then we are in for a crude 
awakening and a disillusionment which will take 
all the heart out of us and make us pessimists in- 
deed. H. G. Wells is a fine example of such 
pessimism. 

If we will turn our eyes away from men 
and fix them upon God and His Word, His 
promises and provision both for us and the world, 
then our hope brightens, our courage increases, 
and our souls are filled with a holy and blessed 
optimism. 

We want to turn our eyes in this direction as 
we consider the Scripture in our lesson for today. 
What basis do these inspired words give? Are they 
sufficient to inspire us with hope and courage? 

Matt. 16:13-20 

Simon Peter has just confessed his faith in 
Christ as the Son of the living God. Upon this rock 
the Savior says that He is going to build his 
church and that the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. The church is as indestructible as Christ 
himself for it is built upon Him. He is calling out 
of the world a body of people who believe in 
His Deity. Such people are members of his King- 
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dom, a kingdom like a stone cut out of the moun- 
tain which shall fill the whole earth. This kingdom 
can never be shaken. The church and the kingdom 
are here to stay. As we preach the Gospel and 
teach men of Christ we are opening, and shutting, 
the door, like keys open and lock doors. The 
Gospel is a savor of life unto life or of death 
unto death. In the midst of a world of confusion 
and change God, through and in Christ is building 
a church and a kingdom which cannot be shaken 
or destroyed. God always has had, and always 
will have, his own body of chosen people in the 
world. 

Here we have a real basis for courage. Do 
we belong to this body? If so, we need have no 
fear. God will take care of his own. 

Il. Peter 3:14-18 

In our second passage we do well to remember 
what the “such things” and the “these things” 
refer to. If we go back to the third verse we see 
that Peter speaks of the scoffers who say, “where 
is the promise of his coming?” Then he says that 
“the day of the Lord will come” and following 
this “we, according to his promise look for new 
heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.” God is not going to allow this 
world to be conquered by sin and evil men. He is 
going to destroy these things and purify the earth. 
He waits patiently for men to repent, but the day 
of judgment for wicked men is coming, Christ is 
coming as Judge to judge the world in righteous- 
ness. 

Oftentimes it looks as though the devil is about 
to “win the war,” but let us lift up our heads, 
our redemption draws nigh. “Lo, he comes the 
King draws near, Zion shout; the Lord is here.” 

Here is courage to keep us from falling. Here 
is encouragement to grow, so we can be found 
in him in peace, without spot and blameless. 

I, Jno. 3:1-3. 

We would like to combine our third passage 
with the Golden text. 

We Christians are so beloved of God that he 
calls us “sons”. It is a glorious thing to be a son 
of God while in the flesh, but the time is coming 
when we shall be like Him for we shall see Him 
as He is. Our catechism puts it very beautifully. 
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“The souls of believers are at their death made 
perfect in holiness, and do immediately pass into 
glory, and their bodies, being still united to 
Christ, do rest in their graves till the resurrection,” 
“At the resurrection, believers being raised up 
in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and a¢. 
quitted in the day of judgment and made per. 
fectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all 
eternity.” 

The “therefore” in our Golden text points back 
to the whole magnificent fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians, in which the apostle has given 
us his inspired conception of the Resurrection of 
the body. He proves to us that death and the grave 
have been conquered. The victory of Christ is our 
victory; His glory is our glory; His home, our 
home. 

This great fact—the fact of the Resurrection— 
is basis enough for courage to be steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord.”’” Why? Because we know that our “labour 
will not be in vain in the Lord.” That knowledge 
give us hope and courage. 

These three facts will put in us indomitable 
fortitude to stand all the assaults of the enemy 
and all the trials and afflictions and persecutions 
of life, and the courage to press on in our work 
and conquer in his name. Let us keep them 
clearly before us at all times: 

God has a Church and a kingdom which can 
never be shaken. We are safe if we belong to the 
Body of Christ and are members of that glorious 
Kingdom. Let us not rest until we know we are 
“in Him” and then let us rest content. 

The day of the Lord is coming. Christ, the King 
and Judge is coming. The Judgment is sure and 
certain. The promise of a new heavens and a 
new earth is the promise of the King on the 
throne. “He that sat upon the throne said, Behold 
I make all things new.” 

The Resurrection is coming. The time when our 
salvation and joy will be complete and full. 

With these glorious truths in mind and heart 
we have our basis of courage for the future. The 
future can never be dark when God our Saviour 
is in that future in all His glory and love and 
power. 





The Christian College 


By Rev. R. F. Gribble, D.D.* 


Religion and education are logical twins. So 
thought our forebears. Indeed it may be said that 
our American college education, as also our wes- 
tern civilization, began in the Church. Perhaps the 
figure may not be too bold if one should say that 
Christianity and education are Siamese twins: 
Cutting the bond of their union means great loss 
to each. For whereas neither is higher education 
requisite to the Church’s existence, nor the 
Church necessary in education’s maintenance, yet 
education is safest when informed with the prin- 
ciples for which the Church stands; and the 
Church traditionally has found in education a 
mighty ally. 


I. It was inevitable that great growth in terri- 
tory and in population in our country, together 
with scientific progress and technical develop- 
ment, should find the Church unable to keep up 


with the rapidly expanding educational] program. 
And when the State entered the field where the 
Church was pioneer and for years sole occupant, 


it was but a matter of time for the State to take 


supremacy in the situation. Here arises a problem. 


We believe that Christianity has proved to be 
the “priceless ingredient” of group life as well 4 
of individual living. The advance of the West over 
the East, in the matter of science and education, 
etc., has been argued (Prof. Whitehead) as trace 
able to our Christian ideals and practice. But tr 
ligion is a personal and a voluntary matter. 
cannot be legislated: it is impossible of State et 
forcement. By our principle of separation between 
Church and State, and in harmony with our ideas 
of freedom, the State cannot teach religion % 
such. Yet education which disregards the 
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of the spirit and omits account of the immortal 
soul of man has great possibility of evil. It has 
been compared to putting a repeating rifle in the 
hands of a savage. And one has gone so far as to 
state that a knowledge of the Bible without edu- 
cation is preferable to education without the Bible. 


One answer to this problem lies in the Chris- 
tian College. The Church has believed that her 
message, philosophy and life, are matters which a 
healthy educational program cannot forego; so 
that despite arguments for the State alone taking 
education as a step-child, the Church has properly 
refused to increase educational orphans by with- 
drawing altogether from the classroom. And here 
js another problem. 


If one asks about the good that the Church can 
hope to do in its struggle at so great cost to main- 
tain its comparatively few colleges, the State hav- 
ing so much greater resources in its power of tax- 
ation, and the whole problem being one of such 
gigantic proportions, two answers can be given 
immediately: (1) Absolute State control of edu- 
cation is intimately connected with two world 
wars in which this generation has been involved. 
The State seems to need the Church in education. 
(2) The relation of the presumably Christian pro- 
duct of the Church School to the entire citizen- 
ship of the country may be likened to that exist- 
ing between the so-called ductless glands of the 
human body and the whole nature of the indi- 
vidual. Our economic and civil life, as surely as 
our religion, are based upon spiritual principles. 
By example and general influence the Church 
stands firm against a pagan education. There is 
then a place and a need for the Christian College 
even from the standpoint of the State. 


II. The second phase of the subject here pre- 
sented touches the place of the Christian College 
in the Church’s program. The cost of education is 
high: in some matters the price is not to be con- 
sidered. And we generally pay for what we find 
to be necessary. It is quite a burden for those who 
believe in specific Christian education to have to 
pay double—by gifts to the Church institution and 
by taxes to the State School of higher learning. 
But it is worth the price. (The merger of the dis- 
tinctive features of the Church College, having 
full liberties in religious matters, with the gen- 
eral secular courses of the university, by locating 
the former at the campus of the latter, so as to 
dove-tail into its life and program, is not novel. 
Had such an arrangement been practicable it 
would doubtless have been effected long ago). 


The Church needs its college to produce its 
leaders. Those who carry forward the Christian 
enterprises whether in pulpit or in pew continue 
to come largely from Christian Colleges. That 
some have, and others may, come from other in- 
stitutions, does not argue the Church School un- 
necessary. Nor can we rest in the thought that 
leaders would be leaders regardless of the char- 
acter of the school attended. Admit that most 
young people in dedicated service make their de- 
cisions before going to college, yet such decisions 
would be increased and the chances for touching 
young life for God and His service would multiply 
lrectly in proportion to the number of Christian 
contacts. There are outstanding Christian leaders 
found in secular schools; and such institutions are 
y no means necessarily hostile to true Christian 
culture, At the same time, over against this we 


face the impact of the secular curriculum, the 
danger of bigness, the temptations in numbers, 
the lack of personal supervision, which, harmless 
in themselves, may yet so easily minimize religion, 
may offset faith for the present-day immature stu- 
dent, and may so chill the ardor of the young 


Christian that it will not rekindle when he returns 
home. 


It is the difference between putting water on a 
sponge and putting a sponge under water: the 
likelihood of influence for God and His right- 
eousness greatly increases where all teachers are 
outspoken and unhindered Christians, on campus 
and in class-room. I do not argue against the great 
university: I do advocate the small and the Chris- 
tian College as the Church’s obligation to God and 
her contribution to the country and to the world. 
If the aim of education be “the glory of God in 
the pursuit of truth,” it can best be realized in a 
Christian atmosphere, whether that atmosphere be 
found in the Christian College or on the univer- 
sity campus. Vital belief in God integrates life’s 
forces and serves greatly to combine and properly 
to direct the lines of learning toward well- 
proportioned living, with right attitudes, right 
character, right decisions, high ideals of service. 


III. Granted that we must have the Christian 
College for the sake of both Church and State, it 
is obligatory upon the Church to see to it that her 
college is Christian. Eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty, whether civil or religious. Freedom 
from bondage to error demands purity in Chris- 
tian thought and life. Nothing is more certain than 
that the Devil is versatile and is instant in season 
and out of season. We forget that “Satan himself 
is transformed into an angel of light.” What the 
man of science asserts regarding this physical uni- 
verse, is by Scripture, observation and experience, 
made plain, as concerns that “little-world” which 
is man. The scientist calls it “entropy”; but by 
that or any other name, the degenerating process 
goes on. 


To conserve Christianity as according to the 
Bible—there is no other, both preaching and teach- 
ing are necessary. All highly developed organisms 
need constant nurture else they fail of their pur- 
pose. The first and primary place for this nurture 
of the human life is the home. And extending and 
amplyfying its work is the Church. Next comes 
the college. 


There has been creeping silently, slowly, suc- 
cessfully into Christian circles the idea that Chris- 
tianity is but one of many religions instead of be- 
ing the only true and complete revelation of God. 
And not a few embrace the fatal error that being 
a Christian is simply to “follow Jesus.” Asso- 
ciated is the notion that the Bible is merely the 
record of the dreams and attempts of man to 
reach up and find God instead of its being the 
record of God’s condescending grace in the reve- 
lation of Himself to man. Of course the difficult 
things of Christian theology cannot be taught in 
their details in the college; but the angle of ap- 
proach to all subjects and the atmosphere of each 
class-room can be definitely Christian, in the his- 
toric and Biblical sense. 


It goes without saying that the president of the 
Christian College should be a Christian. Without 
denying the value of brains, he should stress god- 
liness as the necessary thing. Board members 
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sometimes seem to be chosen for financial reasons 
rather than for fidelity to principle and faithful- 
ness in Christian life and doctrine. Qualifications 
should first include interest in Christian educa- 
tion, and particularly the college whose affairs 
they administer. 


The teachers should be true to historic Chris- 
tianity. Just as a non-Christian can use even the 
Bible (by handling it deceitfully) to destroy 
Christian beliefs, so the Christian teacher an 
use the sciences to establish the principles of 
Christianity and the faith of our fathers by show- 
ing the true relations. I mean that the outcome of 
the class-room work depends more on the char- 
acter of the man who handles the text-book than 
on the character of the text-book which the man 
handles. Certainly we can see to it that the teach- 
ing in our own schools is not subversive of our 
distinctive and we believe God-given beliefs and 
attitudes in things fundamental to creed and con- 
duct, government and worship. “If there is mud 
in the spring there will be mud in the faucet.” It 
is by striving in all things as the first objective to 
maintain the Christian ideals, without in the least 
despising the standards, physical, financial, aca- 
demic, which associations and boards may erect, 
and it is by making character supreme, to be de- 
veloped, directed and lived as in the light of 
eternity, that the Christian College can prove it- 


self worthy of a place in the educational world 
and whatever may be its handicaps, can attest its 
value and justify its maintenance, in the eyes of 
those benefactors by whose support alone it can 
live and, for the glory of God, make its contriby. 
tion. 


Presbyterians could learn much from other de. 
nominations about loyalty to their institutions. We 
have not advertised constantly by word of mouth 
and from pulpit. Much of our membership does 
not know what we have in the nature of the Chris. 
tian College. Debts and poor equipment have 
turned us away rather than spurred us on to bet- 
ter efforts in the field where there is so much that 
we can and should contribute to our children, our 
generation, our land and our world. If the benefits 
which the Church so greatly needs, are to accrue 
from her institutions, if her leadership is to con- 
tinue to come from the place where she most logic- 
ally can expect it, then that potential leadership 
must attend the Church School. Will the young 
people go to the Christian institution? Will it 
have the support in students and money and active 
interest which it merits and requires? The answer 
to these questions depends on parents and on 
Christian people in general, in whose hands lie the 
future and so largely the fate of that historically 
indispensable component of the life of our m. 
tion—the Christian College. 


*Austin, Tex. 





Why Love The Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


By Rev. C. O’N. Martindale, Ph.D.* 


I. I cannot but love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because He loved men, loves men, will love men, 
when ail other loves have failed, do fail, will fail 
to meet men’s needs and men’s expectations; and 
it is proper for us to receive and to respond to 
such love. The extent and content of His love are 
“so” great none can sound its depths or compass 
its values. 


II. I cannot but love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because He is the Highest Ideal of Love, human 
and Divine, Made Real to Men and Actual in Life- 
Practice. It is because He loves us that we love 
God and one another. 


III. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because He is the Revelation of the Love of God 
for a World Gone Astray in Sin, yet Love Suffer- 
ing for its Sins and Rising for its Justification from 
Sin (Atonement). He is the only Medium through 
which men can experience the Love of God and 
share it with their fellows. 


IV. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because His Teachings and Doings are the Acme 
of Perfection—satisfying man’s mind, man’s con- 
science, man’s heart, man’s choice, man’s capabili- 
_ _ energizings. He is The Miracle and The 

ora, 


V. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because in Him God and Man Become One. Jesus 
means The Lord is The Saviour. He Alone is 
Immanuel, God With Us, as well as God in Christ, 





which opens the Way for us (as Christians) to 

Be in Christ and one with all who are His. He also 

is The Christ of Prophecy in History, Spiritually 

— to be our Prophet, Priest, Sacrifice, and 
ing. 


VI. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because He Wills Only What Is Good for Us and 
for Others and for the Glory of God, the Highest 
and the Best and the Biggest that God or Man 
could Will for Us. And He Backs Up His Good 
Will by His Good Work. 


VII. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because, besides Interpreting the Heavenly Father 
to us, He Puts Into Us (When We Repent and 
Believe and Ubey) His Spirit of Love, The Spirit 
of God, as our Helper in every trial, our Guide 
into all Truth, and our Enduer with Power to 
Witness of Christ to Everybody Everywhere. 


VIII. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because of the hope He gives us by His first com- 
ing in the flesh to Become our Saviour and our 
Lord, our Example and our Teacher; the hope of 
our resurrection (if dead) or transformation (if 
living) and catching up together to Him and to 
Heaven for rewards for service when He comes 
for His Saints (at any moment). 


IX. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because He Brings All Evil-doers to Final Judg- 
ment and Everlasting Punishment in the Lake 0 
Fire (With Death and Hell), Separating Forever 
the Unrighteous and the Evil and the Miserable 
and the Abominable from the Righteous and the 
Godly, the Holy and the Happy. 


X. I cannot but Love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
because He not only Makes Sinners New Creatures 
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by Grace through Faith (Christians), but He 
Creates a New Heaven and a New Earth—into 
which God and His Son (The Lamb) and Servants 
will descend in the New and Heavenly Jerusalem 
and live together in righteousness and peace, love 
and joy, and satisfaction forever. 


A Personal Question: As you read these reasons 
(for it is a Highly Reasonable as well as Season- 
able Proposition), Do You Love the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Is He The Lord, The Christ, the Saviour— 
to You? And to Yours? It is worth our while to 
make sure, not only for Oneself, but also for 
One’s Own, and Others! (Acts 16:30-34). 


One of the saddest services I ever performed 
was over the dead body of a young man, neither 
his father nor his mother could tell me whether 
the departed son was a Christian, a Saved Soul 
through repentance of his sins and faith in Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour and obedience to Him as his 
Lord by God’s Grace. Up to maturity these par- 
ents had reared and counseled and sheltered and 
communed with their son, and yet they did not 
know Christ well enough by instruction and ex- 
ample to introduce the boy to their Saviour and 
Lord to all eternity! Are you doing any better by 
Your Own? (I. Cor. 16:22; John 21:15-17). 


*409 State Street, Louisiana Terrace, Baton 
Rouge, La. 








Organized Underfeeding 
By Rev. Warren Filkin, Ph.D.* 


“One of the greatest mistakes of 1918 was to 
spare the civil life of the enemy countries, for it 
ls necessary for us Germans to be at least double 
the number of peoples in contiguous countries,” 
ssid Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt, supreme com- 
mander of Hitler’s anti-invasion forces, according 
to an article in The Reader’s Digest. ‘We are 
therefore obliged to destroy at least a third of 
their inhabitants,” he continued. “The only means 
is organized underfeeding, which in this case is 
better than machine guns.” 


The marshal, has been as good as his vicious 
word, writes one authority. Germany deliberately 
sought to starve the rest of Europe. Pointing out 
that millions have been enfeebled by lack of food, 
he adds that innumerable children, whom Ger- 
many looked upon as future enemies, have been 


tendered physically incapable of normal, healthy 
development. 


“This is biological war at 


its fiercest,” this 
Writer declares. 


But one wonders whether there is not just such 
4 war going on inside America on the part of 
Ose who are charged to feed our nation 
spiritually. “Organized underfeeding!” Is it 
possible that those who hate the proclamation of 
a great redemptive truths of the gospel are 
pn on a program against the soul of men 

women—and boys and girls? Is it possible that 
Po are deliberately starving those whom they 

charged to feed? Have they deliberately taken 


control of publishing houses whose work it is to 
print material that should be food for the souls 
of their subscribers? Have they deliberately taken 
control of certain churches and Christian radio 
broadcasts? 


Organized underfeeding! Think of the mon- 
strosity of such a plan in the physical realm! But 
think of its dire effects in the spiritual realm! 


When we whose souls are lighted, the lamp of 
life deny to those benighted around us, at home 
and abroad, we too are taking part in the same 
vicious sort of program of organized underfeeding. 


Let us give out the wonderful, strengthening 
Word of life, life that comes through faith in 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


*Member of the Faculty of the Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago, Ill. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


TO GLORIFY GOD 


By E. Fay Campbell . James H. Nichols 
And James P. Altar 


Published By The Association Press & Fleming 
H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Price 75c. 


Here is a treatise that represents the findings 
of a group of young students on the subject of 
Worship in general and Prayer in particular, and 
a notable addition to the series on the “Pioneer- 
ing Church.” 


The whole subject of Prayer is canvassed and 
its difficulties noted, in which these young peo- 
ple, all mature in spiritual matters if young in 
years put down in words their considered judg- 
ment that it is “not easy” and that when it is, 
there is grave doubt about its being prayer. 
Prayer being what it is, as Pascal reminds us, the 
result, rather than the desire, of finding Christ, 
these youth see a long way ahead before they 
“arrive”, asserting that most men never know the 
full meaning of communion in this life at all. To 
them, it is certainly more than saying words. 
They are suspicious of much that has passed for 
prayer in the history of the Church. 


The chapter on the “World-wide Church” shows 
how seriously youth are thinking. The missionary 
enterprise has virtually only begun and their place 
in spreading the knowledge of the gospel to all 
men everywhere they are cognizant of. 


The study of the Bible, the develonment of the 
“art” of prayer, acquaintance with great 
biography, concern for people, fellowship, as 
opposed to individualism—these are the MUSTS 
if young people are to play their full part in 
achieving a new and better world. There is dis- 
cernible throughout a reverent spirit that is bound 
to communicate itself to the reader and it would 
be a worthy text for discussion at young people’s 
forums, where there is advance in spiritual, as 
well as intellectual outlook—Joseph G. Kane. 
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BUILDING A MINISTER’S LIBRARY 
By Dr. Elgin S. Moyer 


Published By The Moody Press, 
Chicago, Ill. Price 25c. 


This forty-eight page pamphlet on building a min- 
ister’s library is just the thing for a theological 
student or pastor whose library of some two thou- 
sand books or less has not been catalogued for 
efficient use. The Dewey Decimal System is herein 
recommended and illustrated in such a practical 
way that no minister would have difficulty follow- 
ing it. References to other works, such as Dr. 
Wilbur Smith’s “Profitable Bible Study,” and 
Minnie E. Sear’s “List Of Subject Headings For 
Small Libraries,” make this volume most helpful. 
Those whose libraries are catalogued can find val- 
uable helps here also. —H. G. Vorsheim, Jr. 


~~ + 
IN MY BEHALF 
By Russell Bradley Jones 





Published By The Moody Press, 149 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 50c. 


In My Behalf is a series of studies in Paul’s Letter 
to the Colossians prepared by the minister of Chat- 
tanooga’s Central Baptist Church. The author pre- 
sents this excellent message: The sinner cannot 
meet God’s perfect demands, nor can the saint. 
In Christ, however, is the perfect provision to 
meet the demands, for He is our substitute. In 
Colossians, says the writer, our Lord is thus satis- 
fyingly portrayed. In its short chapters He appears 
our strength, our wisdom, our life, our love, our 
Lord. This, of course, is no exposition of the 
epistle. —Adrian DeYoung. 


—_—_————s_ 2a o 


A POCKET GUIDE FOR WINNING SOULS 
Compiled By Leonard A. Unkefer 


Published By The Moody Press, 
Chicago, Ill. Price 35c. 


A handy memory gadget that contains valuable 
helps for soul-winners and also information for 
young Christians. The soul-winner’s first requisite 
aside from zeal for Christ is a knowledge of the 
scriptures pertaining to salvation. This handy 
pocket guide should prove a help in memorizing 
important passages and also a source book of de- 
finite information. The topical arrangement of 
verses with Scripture references on reverse side 
is a distinctive feature. ——-H. G. Vorsheim, Jr. 





a 
INTO THE FRAY UNAFRAID 
By N. A. Woychuk 


Published By The Moody Press, 
Chicago, Ill. Price 25c. 


A booklet for service men and their families that 
offers comfort and courage as well as the way of 
life for those who are seeking peace with God. The 
chapters deal with the eventualities and realities 
of wartime service. A book filled with interesting 
incidents true to life. Well worth reading. 


—H. G. Vorsheim, Jr. 
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SO MANY PEOPLE 
By James L. Fowle 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price 60c. 


The Assembly’s Home Mission Council made q 
most fortunate choice when it selected Dr. Fowl 
to write a book that would clearly set forth the 
tremendous need for Home Mission work in the 
South. A more complete title would be “So Many 
People Without Christ In The South.” 


Dr. Fowle, who has long been identified with 
Home Mission work, tells who these “So Many 
People” are and where they are to be found. The 
groups first discussed are the war plant workers 
and the military personnel that have migrated into 
the South in very great numbers since 1940, Al. 
most over night small villages have become cities 
when army camps or defense plants have been ]o- 
cated near by. With all this boom has come the 
unsavory—unbelievable living conditions, up. 
paralleled rises in juvenile delinquency, broken 
homes and millions of people unchurched. In the 
author’s words, “What a challenge the present 
hour brings to the Church of the Living God!” 


In a most interesting manner, Dr. Fowle pn- 
ceeds to tell of the opportunities that are before 
the Church today in evangelizing the minority 
peoples of the South. These peoples include the 
Jew, Negro, Indian and Mexican along with oth- 
ers. The author also devotes a chapter to our 
greatest mission field, the city. Another chapter 
is devoted to the Rural Peoples of the South. 
Interest is provided here by an informative his 
torical background. 


In conclusion, Dr. Fowle in a concise yet beauti- 
ful style writes of the Marvel of the Power of 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in transforming human 
hearts, human lives and human relationships. 
“There are two short phrases that paint the 
picture for us— 


‘Man’s Complete Ruin in Sin 
God’s Complete Cure in Christ’ 


The church must get this message to men,” says 
the author. Every Presbyterian should read this 
very important book NOW. —Harry R. Meyer. 


> 2 


ON BEGINNING FROM WITHIN 
By Douglas V. Steere 


Published By Harper & Brothers, 
New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


The Quakers have always been experts om 
matters pertaining to the inner life. This author 
is another example. He is well versed in all the 
literature relating to the inner life, both ancient 
and modern. He is at home with the mystics an 
saints of all ages. One of the outstanding values 
of this book is that the author stresses the fact 
that theology and devotion are so closely related 
that it is tragic for either one to ignore the other. 
On this point he writes “For truly great C 
theology while it is only one manifestation of de 
votion, and is never to be confused with devotion 
as such, has always sprung from a watershell © 
devotion where it came from Tertulian or Origen 
or Augustine or Aquinias or Bonaventura or Mar- 
tin Luther or Jonathan Edwards or John Henry 
Newman or Freidrich Von Hugel.” He enfo 
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this statement by an illustration from the ex- 
perience of Soren Kierhegaard, the Danish re- 
ligious thinker. He stated that Kierhegaard’s most 
intense literary production was from 1842 to 
1846 and it was at this time that he wrote weighty 
Aesthetico—theological treatises. He was writing 
simultaneously volumes of devotional addresses 
that revealed the temper of the source-waters 
out of which his theological writings proceeded. 
Then the author added “To understand Soren 
Kierhegaard’s theological writings a reader must 
above all read them against the background of 
these devotional addresses which ‘litmus’ the true 
color of the solution in which this man’s life and 
thoughts stood.” 


Professor Steere has no place in his thinking 
for the amorphous jelly-like character of modern- 
istic teachings about God. He realizes the need 
for a great theology in life and for order and sys- 
tem in both our theology and devotional exercises. 
On this point he states “The persons or groups 
who have claimed that they need no theology have 
almost invariably been themselves the victim of an 
unrecognized theology whose tyranny was evident 
to all except those under its spell and which since 
it is never subject to examination and review, it 
is forever cut off from the possibility of improve- 
ment.” Although some of our readers will differ 
with a few of the emphases and interpretations 
of the author we feel sure that everyone who reads 
this volume will be highly rewarded. It is the 
type of book that one will want to read more 
than once and refer to frequently. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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A SYMPHONY OF PRAYER 
Compiled By Herbert Hewitt Stroup 


Published By The Judson Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.50. 


A clergyman was called upon to offer prayer at 
a public gathering. After he closed, a discerning 
Christian lady turned to us and remarked, “Well, 
he spoke to everyone except God.” She did not 
exaggerate. There are still some prayers offered 
like the famous one “delivered to a Boston audi- 
ence.” It is not easy for those who lead in public 
prayer to realize that they are talking to God 
rather than man. The only prayer that really 
counts is the prayer that reaches the ear of God. 
There are a few prayers in this collection that 
we doubt if they ascended much higher than the 
man’s head who uttered them. Some of these pray- 
ets smack of humanism. Perhaps the only value 
to be derived from them is their reflex influence. 
We also observe that some of these prayers, like 
our President’s prayer on D-Day, ignore the 
mediatorial work of Christ. 


_ On the other hand the majority of the prayers 
mn this volume are inspirational and should help 
any minister of the gospel to enrich his pulpit 
Prayers as he leads his congregation each week 
to the Throne of Grace to find help in the time 
of need. They are well arranged under various 
heads such as “Adoration”, “Revival”, “Children”, 
Christian”, “Church”, “Comfort”, “Confession,” 
The Cross”, “Easter”, “The Holy Spirit”, 
nome”, “Regeneration”, “Salvation”, “Sickness”, 
Worship” and other related subjects. Some of 
ese prayers will serve as examples to teach us 
Ow not to pray and the others will serve as 


examples to teach us how to pray more effectively. 
We are in thorough agreement with the compiler 
when he wrote “If only we could always pray as 
though we believed what we say—as though we 
believed that God is listening. How much evil, 
silly, trite effort we would be saved!” We also 
join with the author in wishing that this volume 
might “lead Christians in the pulpit and in the 
pew to examine or re-examine their prayer life 
more carefully—to the end that Christians all 
may come to understand in greater degree the 
power which makes for righteousness even our 
faith through prayer.” —John R. Richardson. 
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WHAT A MAN CAN BELIEVE 
By James B. Smart 


Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. 


The author of this book is convinced that the 
critical hour that has come upon us unawares, 
like a thief in the night, has caught us unprepared. 
Instead of the clear powerful word sounding forth 
from the church, there is found much confusion 
in the word of the church. He believes that it is 
the task of theology in our day to do something 
about this confusion. It must set itself as a guard 
and watchman over the church life, and endeavor 
to rid it of the other faiths disguised as Christian 
which have slipped in unnoticed. Furthermore, he 
believes that theology can perform this task only 
as it recalls the church to the message of the 
Scriptures. He states “Only where that message 
sounds in its purity as a revealing and redeeming 
word can there be a perception of the line 
between life and darkness, between truth and 
falsehood.” We share his conviction that “If we 
would let God’s truth loose among us, unchained 
and undistorted, we should soon see the changes 
coming about over the church and the world which 
we so much desire.” 


The author writes especially for the average 
person in our churches and homes. To this end he 
has clothed his thoughts in simple language. The 
book is in reality a discussion of the great themes 
enunciated in the Apostles’ Creed. He deals with 
these rudimentary essentials in masterly fashion. 
The careful reader, however, will be disappointed 
in some of his implications in his third chapter 
on the “Word of God.” This chapter is tinged 
somewhere by the author’s Barthian views. On the 
whole this book is to be commended to our people 
and will prove stimulating to both ministers and 
thoughtful laymen. —John R. Richardson. 


0 ee 
KNOW THE TRUTH 


By Alfred Doerfler And 
William H. Eifert 





Published By The Concordia Publishing 
Company. Price 20c. 


Many pamphlets and books have been printed on 
“Church Membership,” and “What The Christian 
Should Know,” etc., but I believe the pamphlet, 
“Know The Truth,” will strike a concordant note 
in the mind of most ministers who wish their new 
members to know the meaning of Christianity and 
the Church. Except for the statement on Page 24 
under the heading, “VI -- Confession Of Sins,” 
Section 2, which states that “The minister of the 
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Church in Christ’s stead, forgives the sins of the 
penitents,” and the possible adaptation of Lesson 
XII to one’s own denominational body or belief, 
this booklet could be used quite extensively as a 
guide to knowing the Bible and what God expects 
of the Christian. —H. G. Vorsheim, Jr. 
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RELIGION AND THE ISSUES OF LIFE 
By Eugene W. Lyman 


Published By Association Press. Fleming 
H. Revell. Price $1.00. 


A well-written book with a social emphasis that 
is felt throughout. The bibliography contains 
names that are under some suspicion by Bible- 
believing Christians and yet there is nothing ex- 
treme in Dr. Lyman’s book. The social stems from 
the spiritual. Supporting the views in his book are 
some seventy-five Scripture references, which is 
testimony to his belief in the divine authority of 
the Word of God, itself significant among men 
who accent the social implications of the gospel. 


He rightly observes that religion has been push- 
ed out to the periphery of our life in our zeal for 
“physical expansion” and there has resulted an 
appalling ignorance of the Bible because it has 
been slighted in the home. He is certain that is 
the seat of our trouble. 


Preachers will find a good outline for a series 
of sermons in Chapter II in which is discussed the 
four dimensions of religion; Chapter III on “Re- 
ligion and Truth” is particularly well done. 


Well written throughout, discriminating and 
thoughtful, it is a book that will be found profit- 
able reading, whether one finds himself in com- 
plete agreement or not. 


His quotation of “Let the Church be Christian” 
is an improvement on the watchword “Let the 
Church be the Church.” —Joseph G. Kane. 
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CHRISTIAN BEGIN HERE 


By Raymond B. Drukker 
And Arthur T. Mosher 





Published By Association Press. Fleming 
H. Revell. Price 20c. 


This pamphlet contains two addresses given at 
the Student Planning Conference on the World 
Mission of the Church, held at Wooster, Ohio, on 
December 28, 1943 - January 3, 1944. These ad- 
dresses set forth some of the patterns for the 
World of Tomorrow in Missions, both Foreign and 
Home. Mr. Drukker considers the Home Front and 
indicates the need of placing Christ at the center 
of our Christian, business and social structure if 
we are to reconstruct America on a Christian 
basis. This has been well done and subjects deal- 
ing with the spiritual malnutrition of the work- 
aday world reveal man’s hunger for the Word of 
God. The author urges the solution of all Home 
Front Problems on a simultaneous basis with 
Christ at the center. By emphasizing the import- 
ance of the Christian Laymen, Mr. Mosher is 
striking at the heart of the issue. Only as Chris- 
tians live the life day by day will their influence 
for Christ be felt and the world itself become a 


Christian community. This is our job. More space 
could well be given to the place Christ should haye 
in the individual heart and the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the individual so that these principle 
set forth might be achieved. 

—H. G. Vorsheim, Jr, 
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BIBLE NUMERICS 
By Oswald Thompson Allis 


Published By The Moody Press, 
Chicago, Ill. Price 25c. 


A twenty-four page pamphlet, written to expose 
the fallacy of those who claim that there is in the 
Bible a mysterious and marvelous numerical pat. 
tern which establishes the correctness of the text, 
and proves the divine authority of the Holy Scrip. 
tures. While there may be a significance in the 
usage of certain Bible numbers—for instance the 
number seven—yet the claims of the numerics and 
the methods of calculation they pursue, are thor 
oughly examined by the author, who shows to 
what extremes they go in their fanciful claims, 
Its importance is not sufficient to require serious 
consideration on the part of those who rest their 
faith in the plain and unmistakable words of holy 
writ. —Stephen B. Williams. 


—————_—_ 2 eo 


THE MASSANETTA ECHOES 
(Volumes I & II) 


Compiled and Edited by Dr. Wm. E. Hudson, Box 
684, Staunton, Va. Price: Single Volume, 
$1.50; Two Volumes, $2.00. 


Acceding to the demand for a volume contain- 
ing the addresses delivered at the Bible Confer 
ences at Massanetta Springs, Dr. Hudson has com- 
piled in these two volumes what he calls The Mas 
sanetta Echoes in answer to that request. These 
addresses come from recordings made at the time 
of delivery. They were transcribed and now put 
in permanent form. The speakers include such 
well-known religious leaders as Edwin Holt Hughes, 
Norman Vincent Peal, Harold J. Ockenga, Robert 
_ eg Clarence Edward Macartney, and Arthur 

. Moore. 


In the first volume Dr. Robert E. Speer has al 
especially fine sermon entitled “Earthen Vessels”. 
The exegesis is good and the application is search 
ing. We were especially impressed by the powerful 
sermons of Dr. Harold J. Ockenga in these two 
volumes. All of them stressed the importance of 
the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. He 
shows that the Holy Spirit is indispensible to the 
Christian life. He sounds an eloquent appeal for 
Christians to do their work, live their lives and 
win their victories as Christians in the Holy Spirit's 
power rather than in their own limited human 
power. Every minister should read Ockenga’s “The 
Spirit Of The Lord Is Upon Me”. The majority of 
these messages will prove to be inspiratio 
both minister and layman. We hope that the 
spirit of evangelism contained in a number 
these messages will be contagious. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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